FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
· Empty residential properties and homelessness
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I would like to request the number of residential properties within your council area (not limited to council or social housing) which have had no residents for the entirety (or most of) the following years:

i) 2016/17

ii) 2017/18
iii) 2018/19

iv) 2019-20

v) 2020-21

Please specify if this is recorded by calendar or financial year? My preference would be for financial. If you are unable to provide data for the whole year then 4 snapshots at different dates throughout the year should help paint a picture of empty homes in the area. 

Answer:
Further to your request, the figures provided below are for the total number of empty properties citywide with 0 adults on Council Tax that are over 18 months empty all tenure: 

The figures requested are as shown below:

 l)   31/03//17:  4219

ll)   31/03/18:   4682

lll)  31/03/19:   4994

lv)  31/03/20:  5174

v)   30/09/20:  5646

As at September 2020 the total number of empty properties shown at v) is 5646 
Please note that this figure includes properties owned by the NHS, 2nd Homes, holiday homes, property owned by limited companies, housing providers etc. and is not reflective of the number of privately-owned residential property that is empty.

To establish the actual figure of privately-owned residential accommodation empty for over 18 months we cleanse the data, then carry out physical checks to ensure the information is current, update Council Tax if not and then update the records.  The updated records show that the figures are as follows:
31/03/17: 

vl) Empty over 18 months: 345

vll) Empty over 5 years: 66

Vlll) Empty over 10 years: 15

31/03/18:

lx) Empty over 18 months: 292

x) Empty over 5 years: 52

xl) Empty over 10 years: 7

31/03/19:

xll) Empty over 18 months: 319 

xlll) Empty over 5 years: 50

Xlv) Empty over 10 years: 7

31/03/20

xv) Empty over 18 months: 330

xvl) Empty over 5 years: 47

xvll) Empty over 10 years: 9

2020-21 as at 30.09.2020: 

xvlll) Empty over 18 months: 385 

xlx) Empty over 5 years: 56

xx) Empty over 10 years: 11

I would also like to request the number of people declared intentionally homeless within your council, relating to the following periods:
i) 2016/17
ii) 2017/18
iii) 2018/19-to date

Data for the years 2016/17 to 2019/20 is publicly available at 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/homelessness-statistics
This part of the letter therefore acts as a refusal notice under Section 17 of the FOIA as the exemption to disclosure contained at Section 21 of the FOIA applies, namely the information is already accessible to the applicant by other means as it in the public domain. 

Data for 2020/2021 to date is only available for Q1 of that period at this current time as reconciliation and preparation for submitting Q2 data is still ongoing.  As such, from April 1st 2020 up to June 30th 2020 this figure stands at ‘10’.

I would also like to request the number of people declared unintentionally homeless within your council area, relating to the following periods: 

i) 2016/17
ii) 2017/18
iii) 2018/19-to date

As above, data for the years 2016/17 to 2019/20 is publicly available at 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/homelessness-statistics
Data for 2020/2021 to date is only available for Q1 of that period at this current time as reconciliation and preparation for submitting Q2 data is still ongoing.  As such, from April 1st 2020 up to June 30th 2020 this figure stands at ‘16’.

I would also like to request any other data used to measure the number of homeless people and/or rough sleepers within your council area, relating to the following periods: 
A good measure for homeless people within a Council areas is the number of homeless applications under Part 7 of the Housing Act 1996, so we have provided a response for this.

i) 2016/17
ii) 2017/18
iii)  2018/19-to date
As above again, data for the years 2016/17 to 2019/20 is publicly available at 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/homelessness-statistics
Data for 2020/2021 to date is only available for Q1 of that period at this current time as reconciliation and preparation for submitting Q2 data is still ongoing.  As such, from April 1st 2020 up to June 30th 2020 this figure stands at ‘585’.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
