FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 (FOIA)/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 (EIR) 
· Historic building repairs
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:

Could you kindly provide me with a record of historic building repairs conducted between 2016 to 2020 and the expenditure of such.
We are seeking information regarding the historic buildings in Leicester Council as listed below:

- Listed buildings.
- Buildings situated in conservation areas.
- Buildings which are of architectural and historical interest and which are referred to as a material consideration in a local authority’s development plan.
- Buildings of architectural and historical interest within national parks, areas of outstanding natural beauty, and world heritage sites.
- Vernacular buildings of traditional form and construction.
- The number of repairs carried out, and the expenditure of these repairs, for historic buildings located in Leicester Council.
I would like to please ask, if the information dating back to 2016 is not available, could I nonetheless please obtain the information which you have for all other available years between 2016 and 2020. Any information provided would be greatly appreciated.
You clarified:

To clarify, we would like historic buildings within Leicester (either council or privately owned). If however, your council only has one or the other, then we will still request the information you hold regarding the historic building repairs.

Answer:

As of September 2020, there were 398 Nationally Listed Buildings, 6 Registered Historic Parks and Gardens, 11 Scheduled Monuments, 24 Conservation Areas and 393 Local Heritage Assets in Leicester. 
As most are in private ownership and planning permission is not required for many works to heritage assets in the city (e.g. like-for-like repairs to designated heritage assets), we are unable to estimate with any degree of confidence how many formally recognized heritage assets have been repaired in the city over the course of the last 4 years (2016-2020). Moreover, private owners are under no obligation to provide the total cost of the repairs/restoration projects and other works to heritage assets in the city. This letter therefore acts as a refusal notice in accordance with Section 1.1 of the Act, information not held by the Council for works to all heritage assets. 

As part of the Leicester City Council’s Historic Building Grant we have offered the following quantity of grants and total funding:

· 2016/17 – 11 grants, £25,400 funding allocated

· 2017/18 – 9 grants, £25,062.91 funding allocated

· 2018/19 – 10 grants, £18,317.76 funding allocated

· 2019/20 – 7 grants, £18,826.40 funding allocated

· 2020/21 – 12 grants, £42,306.28 funding allocated (financial years ends March 2021)

Please find a spreadsheet attached for more information on individual projects and works funded. 

The Council also managed a heritage led regeneration scheme between 2015 and 2020 called the Greyfriars Townscape Heritage Initiative. That included a budget of £1.5m for the Greyfriars Conservation Area and details of the properties featured for grant funding can be seen in the attached PDF. That project has now finished and earlier this year a heritage led regeneration scheme started, called a Heritage Action Zone, which is focussed on Church Gate and Granby Street Conservation Areas. However, no grant funding for building works has been allocated yet. 
Also attached, please find the spreadsheet with details of Council owned heritage asset repairs managed by its Estate and Building Services.  The Council have not been able to retrieve the data for some areas.  These have been marked on the table as ‘no data available’.  This is an exemption under Section 1.1. of the Act, information not held by the Council.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
