FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:

1. Has your council declared a climate emergency and produced an action plan/strategy or policy that covers carbon sequestration and offsetting? If yes, please attached a copy of the policy/strategy or provide a link to the online copy.
Our existing Climate emergency strategy and action plan does cover sequestration to a small extent, please see link here: https://www.leicester.gov.uk/your-council/policies-plans-and-strategies/environment-and-sustainability/climate-emergency/  It includes an aim to increase carbon stored in trees and soils in the city (aim no. 8, page 25) but identifies the very limited scope for sequestration through tree planting within the city boundary. However it doesn’t address offsetting.

2. Have you, within your existing or planned strategies/policies, considered carbon sequestration and offsetting? If yes, please outline those plans not included in question 1 or attach a copy or link to an online copy. 
No, except in relation to the potential for sequestration through local tree planting.

3. What forms of carbon sequestration have you considered, and which have you excluded? What was the basis of that decision? 
Sequestration through local tree planting has been considered, and identified to have very limited potential. However, it is being pursued primarily for its climate adaptation, biodiversity and wider social benefits.

4. How have you or do you plan to quantify the extent of carbon sequestration required to offset your carbon emissions within the council? Please provide any figures and equations you have used. What was the basis for using those figures/equations? 
We do not currently quantify the extent of carbon sequestration required to offset LCC@s carbon emissions. Within our Climate Emergency action plan there is an action to create a city council roadmap, which is currently being commissioned. This will identify all the measures that can be taken, and the remainder which we may then need to “offset”or “inset” within local authority projects. Our view is that offsetting is the last measure to be taken. There is a lot of controversy about it, we need to do all we can to mitigate emissions as  a priority, offsetting is a tool of last resort. 

5. Do you as a council or your contractors use any of the offsetting schemes ie Woodland Trust to offset your carbon emissions? If yes, please list those used. 

No  Leicester City Council do not do this currently.  We are not aware that we require any contractors to pay for offsets of their emissions produced under contracts with us. 
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 
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