Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) – Home Office policy on negative support cessations

Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:

Please provide any information on whether (a) your Chief Executive or (b) your Public Health Director, have been contacted or consulted by the Home Office since November 2020 to date (inclusive), in respect of the Home Office’s policy or plans on “negative support cessations” of refused asylum seekers in your local authority area, or generally.

Background note: Please note that Home Office policy or plans to restart “negative support cessations” may, as you will be aware, result in homelessness in your local authority area for those affected by asylum support negative cessations. In that vein, we hope that the Home Office have taken the time to consult with your Chief Executive and Public Health Director on such matters and further, that they will listen to you both accordingly and give the appropriate due weight to what you advise them. This is especially given the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic and your own best efforts to meet your own public health challenges in your local authority area.

Answer:

Neither the Council’s Chief Operating Officer nor the Director of Public Health have been contacted or consulted by the Home Office in respect of Home Office’s policy or plans on “negative support cessations” and as a result, they didn’t take a position on this.
Therefore, this letter acts as a refusal notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with Section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
