Freedom of Information Act 2000 – home to school transport
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
· How many Home to School applications did your Authority receive for the 2020/21 academic year in relation to: 

· Mainstream
Answer:

505 requests received for Mainstream Home to School transport
  

· SEND (in county) 

The city council does not currently operate an application process for SEND transport.  The process for determining a SEND transport place is described below. 
· SEND (out of county) 
0
· SEMH
There is no application process for SEND or SEMH transport
· Post 16
No applications received for post 16 students. Students apply directly to the bus companies.
 

· Post 16 SEND 
There is no application process for Post 16 SEND
· Vacant seat Schemes 
Leicester City Council do not operate vacant seat scheme

· How many Home to School applications did your Authority award for the 2020/21 academic year in relation to: 

· Mainstream
60

  

· SEND (in county)
There is no application process for SEND 
· SEND (out of county)
N/A

  

· SEMH 
There is no application process for SEND
 

· Post 16
N/A

  

· Post 16 SEND 
There is no application process for SEND
· Vacant seat Schemes
 

 The Council do not operate vacant seat scheme

· During the period August 2020 to February 2021, how many official complaints did your authority receive in relation to: 

· SEND Transport
83
· Mainstream Transport 
0

· Operator practice/conduct
57
· Post 16
N/A  

· Concessionary Transport (non-statutory vacant seat schemes) N/A   

· Administration based
0 

· COVID related
0
· Policy based, such as Safe Walking Routes, application of local policy

0 

 

· During this period, how many Home to School Transport appeals did your Authority receive? 

· Stage 1 

· 7 mainstream transport
· Upheld / overturned
0
· Stage 2 
· 0
· Upheld / overturned
N/A
· LGO 
· 0
· Upheld / overturned
N/A
 

· Where vacant seat schemes have been utilised, have you applied charges during COVID in respect of:
 

The Council do not operate a vacant seat scheme
· Post 16 (% of annual charge as published)
N/A 

· Post 16 SEND (% of annual charge as published) 
N/A
· Vacant Seat (% of annual charge as published)
N/A
In all cases the responsibility for ensuring a child attends school remains with the parents / carers.  The local authority is responsible for supporting families to enable that to happen.

The process at Leicester City Council has been that where young people of statutory school age with SEND are eligible for transport this has been requested on their behalf when a plan has been finalised. 

The test for eligibility is 
· The child is attending a school allocated by the local authority as the school that can best meet their need

· The child has an EHC plan

· If the child is under 8 years old and the allocated school is more than 2 miles away

Or

· The child has a Special Education Need or Disability that means they need support to access school – we ask this to be verifies by a professional which in practise this  means it appears in advice from professionals (not school or provision)

· If the child is over 8 and still in statutory education (16)  and the  allocated school is more than 3 miles away

Or

· The child has a Special Education Need or Disability that means they need support to access school – we ask this to be verifies by a professional which in reality means it appears in advice from professionals (not school or provision)

Transport for young people 16 -18 is discretionary as is transport for those under statutory school age

The test for eligibility is
· The child/ young person is attending a provision allocated by the local authority as the setting that can best meet their need

· The child has an EHC plan

· The child has a Special Education Need or Disability that means they need support to access school – we ask this to be verifies by a professional which in practise this means it appears in advice from professionals (not school or provision)

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.re01quests@leicester.gov.uk
