Freedom of Information Act 2000 - Covid 19 support
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:

I would like some information about the Local authority Emergency Assistance Grant for Food and Essential Supplies your local authority has received from the government as part of its Covid support measures for communities.
If you could answer the following questions by filling in the attached form I'd be most grateful.

1) Can you please state

a) the amount your local authority has received under the above mentioned scheme, 
Answer:

£700,867.64


b) when the money was received, 

20/12/2020


and

c) how much of it has been spent to date? 
£1,222,082.50 at 21 February 2021

If all of it has been spent, please 

d) can you state by what date the money had been spent? 
Estimated 28/02/2021


If less than 51% of the money your local authority received from the government in this scheme had been spent within 12 weeks of your authority receiving it, can you 

e) please state why? 
Not applicable

2) Can you state how much of these funds that have been awarded to private citizens who applied for emergency support was

NB 35% of the total fund will be awarded to children who are eligible for Free School Meals – we have excluded this award profile from our answers below. 

a) awarded to women 
£572k - 73% (of all grants awarded)

b) awarded to men 
£205k - 26% (of all grants awarded)

Please note there are 9 cases where the applicant has not provided their gender (answered prefer not to say)
b) awarded to single parents 
£326k - 42% (of all grants awarded)

c) awarded to people with disabilities
£191k - 25% (of all grants awarded) 563 cases / 26% of total
Please note there are 35 cases where the applicant has not provided their disability status (answered prefer not to say)

Context – awarded not spend

3) Can you please state 

a) how many applications in total your local authority received for emergency grants from members of the public? 
2,633 - as at 21/2/21 Our referral route is via professional organisations  

Of these 443 were rejected - mainly due to duplicate claims being made for the same household, for the same period.

Of these 32 were awaiting a decision

b) how many of these were successful? 
2,158 - 82% (of all applications)

c) what the highest grant was worth you awarded overall? 
£290

4) Can you please state how many people applied for assistance with 

NB not all application wanted help with food and fuel


a) food? 
We received 2,198 applications (including rejections and those awaiting assessment) for food – of these 1,584 were approved 

b) energy? 
We received 2,389 applications for energy (including rejections and those awaiting assessment) - of these 1,797 were approved 

c) accommodation costs? 
0

d) other? 
1,474 approved cases include award for other items. 1,672 cases include other essential items (including rejections and those awaiting assessment)

Note in the above cases can have multiple categories of assistance so sum does not represent total cases
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
