Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004 - New School, Aston Green Road
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:

I would like to make an FOI request regarding the following article that outlines the location of the new Secondary School that will be built off Ashton Green Road.
https://www.leicestermercury.co.uk/news/leicester-news/government-confirms-site-proposed-new-5025413?fbclid=IwAR3mvOQsi-p5eMsjtIHoDjhMgGGhR8_iuLQUi6hiY0JetLS3Y3WM8cSz_i8
I would like to understand when the decision was made to use this site for the school. According to the current Leicester City Draft Plan (2020-2026) this is a proposed site and people will have made their objections to this site. As the draft plan has not been finalised how can the department for education confirm this is the site they will use.

Answer:

The 2014 Core Strategy refers to up to 3,500 homes and signposts land to the east of Ashton Green Road as 'potential future expansion'.

As part of the current local plan process the City Council is required to allocate land for further housing to meet targets in the city and this has included additional land at Ashton Green. As a landowner the Council is therefore promoting, through the current Local Plan process, a further housing site on the land to the east of Ashton Green Road. Within this local plan allocation we are also proposing a secondary school site.

In order to secure planning permission for a secondary school on this site the DfE will submit a planning application which will be determined by the local planning authority taking into consideration both current and emerging local planning policy alongside representations and consultation responses.

I would like to understand why the decision for the location of the school has changed from the one that was advertised as part of the design for Ashton Green. Did the original location have any evaluation/excavation done and any details about the planning application/rejection of that site. See page 3 which shows location of school and playing fields. https://www.leicester.gov.uk/media/177438/ashton-green-marketing-brochure-final-version-low-res-july-2014.pdf 

Ashton Green is part of a major urban extension. It was originally allocated for development in the 2006 Local Plan. Subsequently the City Council, as land owner, secured outline planning approval in 2011. The original outline approval secured permission for up to 3,000 new homes, 5 hectares of employment land and two schools.  A subsequent application in 2014 increased the employment allocation to 10 hectares. One of the conditions of this permission related to a masterplan for the site, with indicative land uses showing a possible secondary school site south of Greengate Lane, adjoining land allocated for employment use.  

The Council is also under pressure to allocate and deliver land for employment to meet evidenced demand and to deliver jobs and support the local economy. The land within the original outline planning permission to the south of Greengate Lane is now being proposed for employment land to meet the demand for space in this area. There is strong economic case made for land to create jobs. This site adjoins the existing Samworth development (which formed part of the 10 hectare employment allocation) and is considered appropriate and better suited for employment use than the land to the north of Greengate Lane, but necessitates a new location for the secondary school.

Leicester has seen significant increases in pupil numbers over recent years (i.e. a 36% increase in primary and 33% in secondary since 2009/10) and our forecasts show secondary pupil numbers will continue to rise until 2027. The ongoing housing development at Ashton Green, together with the proposed additional development at Ashton Green East, add significantly to the forecasted future demand for secondary school places.
The requirement for secondary school places, and a suitable site at Ashton Green Road has been identified by education providers. The draft Local Plan therefore identified this site for a new school as part of a wider potential allocation. The Council’s Planning Authority has received representations relating to this site as part of the draft Local Plan consultation process and are considering these representations alongside potential delivery timeframes required by the promoters for the new school. 

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
