FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

Thanks very much for this response to my request (22636)- it is greatly appreciated. Please would you be so kind to confirm whether or not it is accurate to interpret from the response there were 4 separate operations over the requested period?

Yes, 4 separate operations were applied for.

Would you be so kind to please clarify how long the operations were active (not requested) for in days (as I am not sure if the start and end dates specified should be counted in the total and want to make sure everything is 100% accurate).
Could you please also tell me- in vague terms- what kind of direct surveillance techniques were employed (i.e. was it covert surveillance in a public place) and what the prosecutorial outcomes- if any- resulted from the operations (i.e. conviction/arrest/warning/fine etc).

i) Suspected to be involved in waste carriage offences, scrap metal activities and also the illegal deposit of waste. Surveillance was 0 days. The team did not carry out the covert surveillance in a public place because the perpetrator was discovered by other means and the application was cancelled. There was no further enforcement action following on from this RIPA.
ii) Suspected sub-letting a council property breaching the tenancy agreement and may be planning to fraudulently purchase the property under the Right to Buy scheme. The covert surveillance took place at various times between 02/07/2018 to 03/09/2018 from a public place for 14 different days within that period. Prosecution did not take place due to several external factors.
iii) Suspected misuse of a disabled blue badge. Commission of offence contrary to the Fraud Act 2006. The surveillance took place on 05/09/2018 in a public place. Despite the blue badge holder not being present when the badge was displayed the vehicle was parked in close proximity of the badge holder’s place of residency where they were apparently dropped off due to mobility issues. Prosecution was therefore not required. 
iv) Suspected misuse of a disabled blue badge. Commission of offence contrary to the Fraud Act 2006. No surveillance took place and the application was cancelled.

Would you please also clarify what "waste carriage offences" means and what suspected "misuse of a disabled blue badge" means.

Waste carriage offences include not having the appropriate licences i.e. Waste Carries Licence from the Environment Agency or Scrap Metal Licence from Leicester City Council and not having the correct paperwork in respect of the audit trail of where waste comes from and is disposed of e.g. Written descriptions of waste (previously known as waste transfer notes).
Blue Badge Misuse: Badges can be misused in multiple ways by the badge holder or by a third party. A badge holder can misuse a badge by:

· Parking in the wrong place

· Using a badge that is no longer valid

· Using a badge that has been reported as lost or stolen

· Letting another person use the badge

· Using a copied badge

· Altering the details on the badge

· Making a fraudulent application

· Continuing to use the badge when it is no longer needed

A third party can misuse a badge by:

· Using someone else’s badge

· Using a badge belonging to someone who has died

· Copying, altering or faking a badge

· Using a stolen badge

· Using a fake badge

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
