FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:

I apologise for coming back to you, but we do require more information. I have clarified questions to cover what I meant by waiting times. 

Q1. Please can you confirm that EHC plans should be completed in 20 weeks?
The whole process of the EHC needs assessment and EHC Plan development from the point of assessment is requested until the final plan is issued must take no more than 20 weeks subject to exemptions. Where there are exceptional circumstances it may not be reasonable for the local authority and our partners to comply with the 20 week time limit and the SEND regulations 2014 set out specific exemptions. The LA will keep families updated if there are delays in this process. 

Q2. Of the applications that required an EHC plan- how many went past the 20 week time period?
There is no time frame specified so we are unable to provide a response for this question.

Q3. Of the applications that required an EHC plan- are they currently being resolved in 20 weeks?
Yes, however, where there are exceptional circumstances it may not be reasonable for the local authority and our partners to comply with the 20 week time limit and the SEND regulations 2014 set out specific exemptions

Q4. Of the applications that required an EHC plan- please could you provide a percentage of how many were completed in 20 weeks in a month by month breakdown from Feb 2020. Please provide as far as you have the data for example you explained you would not have Feb 2021 yet.
Please could you provide this information. Q4 is very key and has been provided by other councils. It is key for us to see patterns in how this EHC plans were affected during the pandemic.
Please see below the number of plans issued within 20 weeks as a percentage of the total number of plans issued from Feb 2020 to Feb 2021. 
2020

Feb – 48%

March  - 50%

April  - 46%

May  - 55%

June – 60%

July – 60%

August – 59%

September – 56%

October – 56%

November – 52%

December – 49%

2021

Jan – 36%

Feb – 47%

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
