FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

Please can you provide the following information under the Freedom of Information Act:
1. How many assessments were completed by independent practitioners or external organisations during the period 23/03/2020 and 22/03/2021 for:

A: PAMS assessments

See response below
B: Parenting risk assessments
See response below
C: SGO assessments

0
D: Form F assessments

0
E: Connected Person / Kinship Care assessments
13 (nil since Aug 2020)
F: Kinship Viability Assessments
0
G: Age assessment / unaccompanied minor assessments
0

2. What is the average price paid per:

A: PAMS assessment

See response below
B: Parenting risk assessment
See response below
C: SGO assessment

We do not use
D: Form F assessment

We do not use
E: Connected Person / Kinship Care Assessment
£2700
F: Kinship Viability Assessment We do not use

G: Age assessment / unaccompanied minors
0

In response to questions 1. A and B and 2. A and B.  

Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

This information is not recorded in a reportable format.  In response to question 1.A, in the time frame specified we have completed 164 PAMS assessments. Establishing who conducted the assessment would require officers to locate and trawl through the relevant case files.  Allowing just 10 minutes per record would require over 27 hours of officer time.  

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.


3. Please provide the name, position and contact details of the person or team responsible for commissioning these assessments
Kinship Assessment Fostering Team (0116 454 4510)
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
