FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, I am contacting you to request the following information. Please provide me with answers to the following questions. 
1. Between 1 April 2020 and 31 March 2021… 
a. How many children (under 18 years old) were recorded as ‘missing’ in your local authority?
Total 279 (including Looked after children)
b. How many Looked After Children were recorded as ‘missing’ in your local authority? 
Of the above 64 were looked after

2. Between 1 April 2020 and 31 March 2021, please breakdown…
a. How many children (under 18 years old) who were not Looked After were recorded as missing: 
· Once




130

 
· Twice 



36

 
· Three times



18

 
· Four times 



9
· Five times



2 
· Between six and 10 times 
11
· Between 11 and 20 times 
7
· Between 21 and 50 times 
5
· Between 51 and 100 times
0 
· More than 100 times

0 

If you record this data differently, please provide it in a way that suits you. 

b. How many Looked After Children were recorded as missing: 

· Once




19

 
· Twice 



10


 
· Three times



3
 
· Four times 



3
· Five times 



4
· Between six and 10 times 
11

· Between 11 and 20 times 
7

· Between 21 and 50 times 
6
· Between 51 and 100 times 
3
· More than 100 times 

0

If you record this data differently, please provide it in a way that suits you. 


3. Between 1 April 2020 and 31 March 2021… 
a. How many Return Interviews were offered to children (under 18 years old) who were not looked after who had been missing?
597
b. How many Return Interviews were accepted and received by children (under 18 years old) who were not looked after? 
339 accepted, 258 not accepted


c. How many Return Interviews were offered to Looked After Children who had been missing? 
694 were offered


d. How many Return Interviews were accepted and received by Looked After Children?
234 accepted, 460 not accepted 


e. How many accepted Return Interviews were carried out by staff: 
i. From the local authority (please name the local authority department)? 
1254
ii. Commissioned services (please name the commissioned service)? 
27
4. Who is the provider for your local authority’s Return Interview service? (if there are several providers, please provide details of all and the nature of their role)
For children/Young People who live in Leicester City or are looked after children to Leicester City and their placement is within Leicestershire, missing return interviews are undertaken by workers within a dedicated Missing Team based with the Child Exploitation Team.

For Children/Young people who are Looked after by Leicester City but placed out of area (Leicestershire) the missing return interview will be undertaken by a local service as agreed at the point that the young person is placed.
5. Please share details of any resources or support that your local authority provides directly to children who have been missing. 
All young people and children who go missing are offered Target Youth support (13yrs plus) and Early Help intervention.  If concerns are identified of a safeguarding nature then a referral is made to social Care.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
