Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: software / biodiversity

Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:

Request 1 – planning software

Please can you send me a list of the third party software that you use for processing and assessing planning applications, including

The names of providers (e.g. Idox, Def) 

Answer:

DEF


How much you pay for this annually


£22,000
Length of the contract


10 years including extension options

When the contract is due to finish
28/02/2028
Request 2 - biodiversity net gain

With regards to your work around biodiversity net gain, please can you tell me


1. How much you are currently charging, or plan to charge, developers for offsite biodiversity units so that they can meet their biodiversity net gain requirements

The Council have applied an interim charge of £25,000 per unit but this will be subject to revision. 

2. What % of biodiversity net gain you are requiring, or expect to require, from developers

From November 2023 +10%

Request 3 - Procurement policies and thresholds

Please can you provide information on the authority's procurement policies and thresholds as relevant to software licencing? In particular:

Below what value threshold software licences can be purchased without requiring a competitive tendering process (in £, specifying whether this includes or excludes VAT), and whether this limit applies annually, per individual transaction etc.
Total value of a contract is calculated as rule 14 of the CPR’s, and the process as per rule 13, 22 and 23.

Up to what value threshold (in £, specifying whether this includes or excludes VAT), single tender actions / direct awards can be considered.
Please see the contract procedure rules which is available as part 4G of the Authority’s constitution at https://www.leicester.gov.uk/your-council/how-we-work/our-constitution/  
This therefore constitutes a refusal notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because an exemption under Section 21 of the Act is being applied, namely the information is already in the public domain i.e. the Council’s website.

What the policy or process is for deciding whether to use a single tender action / direct award.
This is decided on a project by project basis.


Whether there is any requirement for software providers to the authority to be members of any procurement frameworks e.g. GCloud

No

If these questions can be most easily answered by sharing the authority's overall procurement policy, please feel free to do so.

The Council does not have a general procurement policy therefore exemption Section 1.1 of the Act apply, information not held.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
