Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: free school meals 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:

1. The number of students in your local authority area receiving free school meals, by year, from 2010.

2. The number of students in your local authority area receiving free school meals, who have been identified to have a mental health concern, by year, from 2010.
Please provide the data in a table format.

Answer:

The Council’s school census coverage doesn’t go back as far as 2010.  Therefore this letter acts as a refusal notice under Section 1(1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with Section 1(1) of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council for the years stated in the table below.

We have used an identified social, emotional and mental health need as a proxy for children with mental health issues.  

Other information about children’s mental health needs are not held in a format which can be interrogated as it would be held on individual case files or not held by the council as the data would be held by schools or by health services. 
	Census Year 
(Jan Census)
	Free School Meals
	Free School Meals + Mental Health Issue

	2022
	14613
	1290

	2021
	13561
	1194

	2020
	11196
	1013

	2019
	9948
	866

	2018
	9394
	777

	2017
	9739
	732

	2016
	10157
	719

	2015
	10994
	689

	2014
	11772
	Data not held

	2013
	12144
	Data not held

	2012
	Data not held
	Data not held

	2011
	Data not held
	Data not held

	2010
	Data not held
	Data not held


You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
