FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
- Emails (and their attachments) that discuss the omission/exclusion of "peaceful static gatherings or assembly" from the sealed Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) dated 31 March 2025.

 

This exemption was included in the Draft PSPO released in January 2025, which was subject to public consultation earlier this year.

 

Please confine your search to the city mayor and council officers who were involved in the creation of the PSPO, including the consultation earlier this year. Please redact anything which would constitute legal advice.

 

I would like to receive the information in a pdf format. If you feel that a substantive response to this request is not possible within a reasonable time frame, or the request is too broad, I would be grateful if you could contact me by reply and provide assistance as to how I could refine the request.

There are no disclosable emails or other documents of the type requested. The original draft wording was formulated to protect fundamental rights relating to political/protest gatherings. However, during the consultation process it became clear that the original wording was ambiguous and would have allowed different groups to gather under the exemption as the wording enabled nuisance causing amplification to continue. Following legal advice the exemption was removed.
Section 17 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 requires Leicester City Council, when refusing to provide such information (because the information is exempt) to provide you the applicant with a notice which states that fact and specifies the relevant exemption.

Section 42 Legal Professional Privilege

Section 42 Legal professional privilege covers confidential communications between lawyers and clients. Section 42 ensures that the confidential relationship between lawyer and client is protected. The principle of Legal Professional Privilege has been established by the Courts in recognition of the fact that there is an important public interest in a person being able to consult his or her lawyer in confidence. Section 42 does not require that any legal proceedings are in progress. Advice privilege relates to communications between a person and his lawyer provided they are confidential and written for the purpose of obtaining legal advice or assistance in relation to rights and obligations. 

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
