FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
In respect of the student halls of residence, of Primus Edge of 2 Atkins Street, London, LE2 7DN, as the Co-Directors of Primus Edge Management Limited, we would like to request the following information:

I. What criteria is relied upon in making decisions to exempt Student Halls of Residence by Leicester Council from paying the Council tax? Please provide a copy of the criteria if it is in a written form;
The Primary Legislation under which outlines the overall framework and rules concerning council tax is the Local Government Finance Act 1992 (LGFA 1992). Section 4 of the LGFA 1992 provides that certain dwelling of a class prescribed by an order made by the Secretary of State will be exempt from Council Tax. The actual details of the individual classes of dwelling and the criteria to be satisfied are detailed in The Council Tax (Exempt Dwellings) Order 1992 (S.I 1992/558) as amended.  Details on exempt dwellings is provided on the following link: 

The Council Tax (Exempt Dwellings) Order 1992 (legislation.gov.uk)
	
	


II. From April 2018 – April 2024, please list all the Student Halls of Residence, covered by Leicester Council, that are exempt from making Council tax payments;
	Address

	119 Loughborough Road, Leicester, LE4 5PN

	Spinney Lodge, Melbourne Road, Leicester LE2 0DS


III. Please provide a breakdown of precisely how the Halls of Residence in (ii) above are categorised, and the category each one of Halls of Residence fall under.

The above properties are deemed Halls of Residence in accordance with the legislation detailed in point 1. 


IV. Please state the reason for persistently, making Council tax demands from the Leaseholders of Primus Edge. 
As stated in point 1, council tax liability is assessed in accordance with the requirements of the various section of the LGFA1992.  See Local Government Finance Act 1992 (legislation.gov.uk) .  

Section 14 of the LGFA 1992, enables the Council Tax (Administration & Enforcement) Regulations 1992 S.I. No 613 as amended, which details the rules concerning how payment of the Council Tax is to be administered and outlines the tools of collection available. See The Council Tax (Administration and Enforcement) Regulations 1992 (legislation.gov.uk) . Demand notices are issues in accordance with these regulations.

Any occupants of leasehold dwellings who are not full time students or eligible for other exemptions are required to pay.

V. Using identifying numbers, from April 2018 -April 2024, please provide a list of the leaseholders with the corresponding units at Primus Edge that have been served with demands for the payment of Council tax. 
Where information is requested for disclosure to the wider world (which is how any disclosure made under the FOI Act must be considered) a consideration must be made as to whether this would breach Data Protection Principles.

Here, the Council judges that this personal data is being processed for the purpose of Council Tax payments. Disclosure to the wider world of an individual’s Council Tax payment status would constitute a breach of Data Protection principles, notably Principle 1-fair, lawful and transparent processing and Principle 2 – processing for specified and not incompatible purposes. Therefore, this Information is exempt from release under Section 40(2) of The FOI Act as this information constitutes personal data.


VI. In relation to Primus Edge, please state precisely what amounts have been recovered, with the corresponding units, with precise dates from April 2018 – April 2023.
As above.

VII. Please provide an explanation of why Primus Edge does not meet the Council's criteria regarding payment of Council tax.
Please see the legislation in above points.

VIII. Please provide all internal correspondence, minutes of meetings, memorandums, and email correspondence from April 2018-April 2023 regarding the:
• decision-making of the criteria for the exemption of the Council tax; and 

This is not a local decision and council tax liability and eligibility for all discounts, exemptions and reliefs is governed by legislation and by reference to case law.  

• the categorisation of the halls of residences;
See point 1. This is set by legislation.

IX. Please provide all internal correspondence, minutes of meetings, memorandums, and email correspondence from April 2018-April 2023 regarding the categorisation of Primus Edge and the reasons not to apply the exemption.

See point 1. This is set by legislation, not Leicester City Council.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
