Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: Household Support Fund
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I am currently working on a research project regarding the implementation of the Household Support Fund and am seeking information on the number of applications received by your council.

Would you please be able to provide the number of applications that match the criteria in each column of the table below? Where this information is incomplete or not recorded, please indicate this in the table. 

	Funding wave
	Total
	Energy and Water
	Food
	Essentials linked to energy, water and food.
	Wider essentials
	Housing costs
	Advice services/ Preventative Support

	Extension 3:

1 April 2024 to 30 Sept 2024
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Extension 2:

1 April 2023 to 31 March 2024
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Extension 1:

1 October 2022 to 31 March 2023
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Original fund:

6 October 2021 to 31 March 2022
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


OR: If information for the separate funding waves is unavailable, please provide the number of applications for the financial years in the following table:

	Financial year
	Total
	Energy and Water
	Food
	Essentials linked to energy, water and food.
	Wider essentials
	Housing costs
	Advice services/ Preventative Support

	2024-5, 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2023-4, 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2022-3,
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Answer:
For your information this letter constitutes a refusal notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because an exemption under Section 21 of the Act is being applied, namely the information is already in the public domain i.e. the Council’s website.
We have published data on the distribution of the Household Support Fund (HSF) for various phases, detailing total expenditure and the number of awards made. 
The available datasets primarily focus on expenditure and ward-level distribution rather than application counts per category as that is all we are required to hold: ​Leicester Open Data+11Leicester City Council - FOI Directory+11Leicester Open Data+11

HYPERLINK "https://data.leicester.gov.uk/explore/dataset/household-support-fund-hsf-data-phase-4/?utm_source=chatgpt.com" \t "_blank"
Leicester Open Data+1Leicester Open Data+1
For instance:

· Phase 1 (6 October 2021 to 31 March 2022): Data includes total spend and ward-level distribution but lacks detailed application counts per category. This information is not held. ​
Leicester Open Data
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
