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	Questions applicable for the months of March, April, May, June, July, August  (2020)

	Question
	Answer Column

	[bookmark: _heading=h.fbore7z7n5n0]Q1


	Did your Local Authority offer any additional fees, over and above any payments arising from existing contractual arrangements to care/nursing homes in your area, specifically to receive Covid-19 positive patients from hospitals?  
	Please respond with Yes or No:  Yes

	Q2
	If the answer to Q1 is ‘yes’, would you provide us with details and copies of any written communications i.e. emails, letters etc.
	Please describe:
We very quickly in Leicester (at the start of the pandemic as part of our emergency response to keep people safe, including those residing in one of our care homes) mobilised an isolation wing in one of our care homes in the city that could isolate and cohort effectively and safely away from the general population of that care home. The building configuration of that care home was that it had three separate buildings, and we agreed the use of one of the buildings. With the consent of people and their families, people were moved to the other half of the building or into one of the two adjacent buildings. New doors were put in place with keypad entry to ensure one half of the building could be sectioned completely off and therefore freed up to use as a space to care for those testing positive for COVID 19 or symptomatic of having the virus. People were cared for in their rooms and high levels of infection prevention control were put in place to manage and care for people effectively. This was a block contract for 10 beds (which could be increased to 15 if needed) which was put in place 5 May 2020 for 6 months. It was stepped down when national policy around designated settings came into force.
Much of the organisation was done via teams and calls, however, we have located the attached emails.  Please note that staff names have been redacted (removed). The Council judges that this personal data is being processed for the purposes of employment and that disclosure to the wider world under the Act would constitute a breach of Data Protection principles, notably Principle 1– fair, lawful and transparent processing and Principle 2 – processing for specified and not incompatible purposes.  Therefore, this Information is exempt from release.


	Q3
	Did any care/nursing homes accept those offers and receive such payments? 
	Yes. This arrangement is described above.
HC1 put in place the COVID isolation wing and this was supported by a block contract for the 10 beds (with option to increase to 15) to ensure we were remunerating this care home provider for the work they were doing operating this unit for us. This ensured we could discharge people either testing positive to C19 or showing symptoms of the virus (who required a bedded stay to continue their recovery for up to 14 days (or earlier if they tested negative sooner) on the basis that they were deemed to be medically fit for discharge) from UHL’s hospitals to a safe place minimising the risk to our other care homes.


	Q4
	[bookmark: _heading=h.3gxcslgsntih]If the answer to Q3 is ‘yes’, what were the names of the care/nursing homes? 
	Grey Ferrers Care Home, owned and operated at the time by HC1

	Q5
	What amount of money was paid? And how was the payment administered?
 
	This was a block contract 
The weekly fee for this pathway agreed with the provider was £805 per bed, per week, (initially for ten beds however there was the option to increase the capacity to 15 at times of high demand). 
The system was administered through our council’s payment system which was set up to make an automatic payment on a four-weekly basis (constituting two weeks in arrears two weeks in advance for the duration the block contract was in place).

	Q6
	If a payment was made, was it per patient, for the block purchasing of beds or both or for some other purpose? 
	Please describe: 
See above – this was a block contract. We paid the block contract amount for the ten beds, at the price agreed, for the whole duration of the contract, whether or not the beds were utilised.
The Service was a block-funded 3-month short stay (up to 14 days) bed-based service (with options to extend for a further 3 months (1+1+1)) situated within a residential care setting.

	Q7
	Under which funding stream were the payments made?
	Please describe: This contract was funded in its entirety by the Integrated Care Board. The city council made the payment and then recharged the full amount back to the ICB which had at the time received funding via the national discharge fund to pay for schemes to support with the COVID 19 pandemic and this scheme qualified for payment within this national fund. 

	Q8
	Did your local Authority enter new contracts with care/nursing homes which included contractual terms providing for additional payments if they received Covid-19 positive patients/residents?
	No

	Q9
	If the answer to Q8 is ‘yes’, are you able to name the care/nursing homes? If your answer is no, can you say why you cannot name the home(s)?
	Not applicable.


	Q10
	What were those contractual terms?
	Not applicable.

	Q11
	Were any care/nursing homes advised that they risked losing funding or access to funding if they refused to accept Covid-19 positive patients/residents?
	No

	Q12
	If so, how much funding was withdrawn? 

	Not applicable.

	Q13
	If the answer to Q11 is ‘yes’, are you able to name the care/nursing homes? If your answer is no, can you say why you cannot name the home(s)?
	Please respond with Yes or No: 
Not applicable.


	Q14
	Were any fines levied to your Local Authority or delayed discharges from the NHS?
	No



