FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Under the Environmental Information Regulations 2004 (EIR), I am requesting information on the lighting classification applied to footways and cycleways in your administrative area.

Could you please provide:

1) The lighting classes (eg P1, P2, P3, C4, etc.) used for footways within your administrative area, specifying if these differ for:

- Primary footways (high-footfall areas such as city centres, high streets, or transport hubs).

- Secondary footways (medium footfall, e.g. residential and suburban streets).

- Tertiary footways (low footfall areas such as cul-de-sacs, alleyways, or rural paths).

Lighting levels for the public highway are determined by road classification and the Highway Category. Road classification is done on a street-by-street basis using risk assessments taking into consideration; gritting routes, traffic density, pedestrian/cyclist density, areas of nighttime economy, crime hotspots, accident statistics, CCTV requirements and areas of anti-social behaviour. Highway categories are as stated on the National Street Gazetteer. The relevant lighting class is selected from the tables presented in British Standard for lighting design BS 5489-1:2020. These can be either P Class or C class depending on the highway category. Highway categories are as stated on the National Street Gazetteer. The maintained levels of the relevant lighting classes should be in accordance with BS EN 132012:2015.   

 

Leicester City Council use five sub categories for determining lighting levels, these are Estate Green (Low), Estate Green Medium, Estate Amber, Estate Red and the City Centre. Estate roads utilise P class lighting, which is based around safe passage for pedestrian, cyclists and low speed traffic – this encompasses footpaths and cycleways.

Estate Green (Low) refers to residential areas that are cul-de-sacs with minimal pedestrian/vehicular traffic and no nighttime economy. Lighting levels are 3.1Lux (P5) until midnight and dim to 2.1Lux (P6) until dawn.

Estate Green Medium refers to residential areas that are through roads with moderate to minimal pedestrian/vehicular traffic and no nighttime economy. Lighting levels are 5.2Lux (P4) until 10pm, which then dim to 3.1Lux until midnight and then are set to 2.1Lux until dawn.

Estate Amber refers to residential areas with moderate pedestrian/vehicular traffic during evening hours, gritting routes, bus routes and nighttime economy (such as pubs/bars – not late opening). Lighting levels are 5.2Lux  until midnight and dim to 2.1Lux until dawn.

Estate red roads utilise C class lighting levels and refers to A,B and C Highway categories, typically these are main roads and areas of particular conflict such as roundabouts. These are calculated individually using Table 3/EN/TR 13201-1:2014.

City Centre Lighting is determined as per BS 5489-1:2020 - there is no uniform method of lighting provision suggested for town centre lighting and an individualized approach is undertaken for each site. Lighting classes for the city centre are calculated using Table A.6 BS 5489‑1:2020. Each street is assessed visually and divided into SU (shared use) and SF (separate footway) to identify a starting point for lighting. For city centre lighting we use C Class levels as with previously mentioned Red routes. 

2) The lighting class used for cycleways, particularly where they are:

- Dedicated cycleways (physically separated from roads and footways).

- Shared footway/cycleway routes.

Please see the above response.

3) If different lighting classes are applied depending on location (urban vs rural), please provide a breakdown.
Please see the above response.
4) Any internal policies, guidance, or strategy documents that define or inform how lighting classes are selected for footways and cycleways.

Please see the above response.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
