FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I would like to ask for the following information:

1) Can you tell me the council's position on the emergence of St George's flags on lamp-posts, roundabouts and elsewhere via non-official origins in the past few months?
Under section 132 of the Highways Act 1980, a person who, without either the consent of the highway authority for the highway in question or an authorisation given by or under an enactment or a reasonable excuse, paints or otherwise inscribes or affixes any picture, letter, sign or other mark upon the surface of a highway or upon any tree, structure or works on or in a highway is guilty of an offence.

In effect, the erection of any items onto street furniture or other highway infrastructure requires authorisation from the Highway Authority in order to ensure public safety and avoid damage to assets. The city council will look to remove unauthorised items as part of our regular inspection and maintenance regimes.

However, items places on street furniture which are deemed to pose a more significant risk will require more urgent removal. Items which obscure sight lines or pose a distraction hazard will be prioritised, including for example at junctions, approaches to pedestrian crossings and outside schools.

2) By conducting a keywords search of the authority's email server, please tell me how many emails appear, separately, for each of the months of May, June, July and August 2025 when searching for the term 'English flag' or 'George's flag''.
May – 1

June – 0

July – 0
August – 6

3) By conducting a similar search for any occurence of the terms 'English flag' or 'George's flag' (use the search term 'English flag'OR'St George's flag' ) please can you provide for me an output of the contents of email exchanges on your server, redacted to ensure no personal information is included, starting with the most recent and going back as far as you can within the time and cost limits specified in the FOI Act - and not extending before 1st July 2025.
Please find the relevant redacted information attached.  Names and email addresses have been redacted, disclosure to the wider world under the Act would constitute a breach of Data Protection principles, notably Principle 1– fair, lawful and transparent processing and Principle 2 – processing for specified and not incompatible purposes.  Therefore, this Information is exempt from release  
If you don't have a system capable of automatically redacting emails outputs, I believe this should be possible by conducting a search for emails on your server going back as far as 1st July, outputting all as a PDF and redacting the PDF(s) as far back as you can, then omitting all the pages which remain unredacted from your response.

If possible within the cost limits of the act after fulfilling the above questions, can you please also provide the contents of any minutes or discussions where the emergence of these flags on streets and roundabouts was discussed?
The matter has been discussed verbally and by email which can be found in the supporting attachment.  There are no minutes held, therefore, this letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
