FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Please provide the following details for the 2023/24 financial year (or the most recent available data):

High-Cost Residential Placements

1.           1. The highest weekly fee paid for a single residential children's home placement, excluding secure accommodation.

2.           2. The number of placements currently costing:

o            £10,000 - £19,999 per week

o            £20,000 - £29,999 per week

o            £30,000 - £49,999 per week

o            £50,000 or more per week

3.           For placements exceeding £30,000 per week, please provide:

o            Whether the child is in a solo placement.

o            The staffing ratio (e.g., 2:1, 3:1, or higher).

o            The nature of the child’s needs (e.g., severe trauma, extreme aggression, sexual exploitation risk, severe mental health, etc.).

o            Whether the placement is in a children’s home, bespoke residential setting, or another arrangement.

Procurement and Contracting Details

4.           The total number of children in external residential placements funded by your council.

5.           The total annual expenditure on external residential children's home placements for the last financial year.

6.           The names of the top five providers receiving the highest payments from the council for residential children's home placements.

7.           Whether the council uses direct award placements, spot purchases, or only procures through framework agreements.

8.           If frameworks are used, which frameworks does the council procure children's residential placements from (e.g., South West Consortium, London Care Placements, etc.)?

9.           For placements made via spot purchase, please provide:

o            The total spend on spot-purchased placements in the last financial year.

o            The number of children currently in spot-purchased placements.

Commissioning & Contract Negotiation Contacts

10.        Contact details for the person(s) responsible for awarding and negotiating contracts for children’s residential placements, including:

•            Name

•            Job title

•            Email address

•            Phone number

Please find the relevant supporting information attached. 
In response to question 10:

Staff names below that of Head of Service are exempt from release under Section 40(2) of The Act as they are personal data. The Council judges that this personal data is being processed for the purposes of employment and that disclosure to the wider world under the Act would constitute a breach of Data Protection principles, notably Principle 1– fair, lawful and transparent processing and Principle 2 – processing for specified and not incompatible purposes. Therefore, this Information is exempt from release.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
