FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I am writing to you under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 to
request the following information. Please can you provide me with:


1. What is the council's long-term EV strategy?
An Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Strategy will be published in June 2023

2. How many electric vehicle charging points have the council
installed in the local authority? Including a split of slow, fast and
rapid.

Publicly available 

·       28 x fast sockets

·       22 x slow sockets

Council Fleet at Depots/Offices
·       25 x fast sockets

3. How many do the council plan to install over the next 12 months and
financial year 2023/24? Including slow and fast charging points.
Publicly available
·       26 x fast sockets

·       15 to 18 rapids (exact number not known until DNO costs are confirmed)

Council Fleet at Depots/Offices
·       10 - 12 fast sockets at City Hall


4. Will the council tender for charging points in point 3? If Yes,
when? and which framework. And what funding will be available?
No. 

(The chargers in '3' will be delivered by the Council's current long term principal charge point contractor; Blink.)


5. Are you receiving grant funding for electric vehicle infrastructure
from the central government?
Receiving Government grant – yes for…

·       Office for Zero Emission Vehicles – Taxi Infrastructure Grant

·       Department for Transport – Local Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (LEVI) fund


6. If yes, please confirm if this is via the On-street Residential
Charging Scheme (ORCS) or LEVI funding.
Please see the response above.

7. How much will the council spend on installing electric vehicle
charging points (as GBP and as a percentage of the overall 2023/24/25
budget)?

This will be dependent on the LEVI business case due in November 2023.  Our current charger programme is under £1.2million to be delivered this year, and our indicative allocation from LEVI £3.4million.


8. Who is in charge of leading the electric vehicle charging projects,
their department and contact information?

Junior staff names are exempt from release under Section 40(2) of The Act as they are personal data. The Council judges that this personal data is being processed for the purposes of employment and that disclosure to the wider world under the Act would constitute a breach of Data Protection principles, notably Principle 1– fair, lawful and transparent processing and Principle 2 – processing for specified and not incompatible purposes. Therefore, this Information is exempt from release. 


9. Does the authority allow drilling in lamp columns to accommodate
the installation of electric vehicle charging points?

Yes.

10.What execution issues have been faced in implementing your current
EV strategy, if any?

·       local & regional grid capacity

·       funding - estimate funds available to Council are only 20% of that needed to make Leicester 'EV-ready' - major engagement from the private sector required with Council progressively moving from a delivery to a co-ordinating role

·       appropriate delivery and future proofing in a sector of rapid technical change

·       finding appropriate sites

·       equitable spatial delivery

·       long time scales and complexities of on-street installations

·       matching charging speeds to journey types - understanding the demands of residents/businesses/visitors

·       charging tariffs

·       Need to engagement with EV community and general public to help increase EV use and charge point patronage

·       Technical requirements for charger infrastructure and installation

·       Training and EV learning for Council Officers

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
