FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
From the current financial year's budgeted figures and the prior three years outturn (i.e. years ended 31st March 2023, 31st March 2024 and 31st March 2025: 

1. Climate-related posts 

a) The number of posts (headcount, and FTE where recorded) employed by the council with job titles that include any of the following terms: Climate; Net Zero; Sustainability; Carbon; Emissions; Environmental Sustainability; Climate Change; Climate Action; Climate Policy; Climate Programme; Climate Project; Climate Data; Climate Reporting; Climate Adaptation; Climate Resilience; Energy and Climate; Sustainable Procurement; Green Finance; Green; Climate crisis; Climate emergency. 

	
	2023
	2024
	2025

	Headcount
	5
	6
	6

	FTE
	4.5
	5.1
	4.96


	Included

	Change Manager (Climate Change Operations)

	Change Manager (Climate Emergency)

	Head of Business Performance and Sustainability

	Head of Capital Projects & Sustainability

	Service Manager - Sustainability

	Sustainability Officer

	Technical Team Manager Climate & Sustainability


2. Cost of those posts 

The total employment cost for the posts identified in Question 1, including salary and employer on-costs (e.g. pension and National Insurance), as recorded by the council. 

In summary, the Q2 financial data (including salary and employer on-costs) associated with the following posts: Technical Team Manager Climate & Sustainability; Head of Business Performance and Sustainability; Change Manager (Climate Emergency); Service Manager – Sustainability; Sustainability Officer, are:

22/23 staffing cost outturn: £249,697

23/24 staffing cost outturn: £303,427

24/25 staffing cost outturn: £361,565

3. External consultants 

The total amount paid during the same financial year to external consultants, companies, or contractors where the expenditure is recorded under any cost centre, project code, budget line, or purchase description that includes one or more of the following terms: Climate; Net Zero; Sustainability; Carbon; Emissions; Environmental Sustainability; Climate Change; Climate Action; Climate Policy; Climate Programme; Climate Project; Climate Data; Climate Reporting; Climate Adaptation; Climate Resilience; Energy and Climate; Sustainable Procurement; Green Finance; Green; Climate crisis; Climate emergency. 

This should include, but not be limited to, expenditure coded to professional services, consultancy, advisory services, or specialist support. 

Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

The information you have requested is not held in a single source. It is spread across multiple cost centres and service areas. In order to provide figures for each year/category requested, officers would need to trawl through thousands of lines of data and then try to extract and apportion the releavant costs. Equally, costs can be journalled between service areas, we would need to explore whether the original cost was external or an internal recharge, further adding to the complexity.  Therefore, we are not able to process your request as it exceeds the appropriate limit.

If you would like any help in refining your request, please do not hesitate to contact us
The following links may be useful, we publish all spend over £500 and the Council’s Budget summaries can also be found.

Expenditure exceeding £500 - 2025 — Leicester Open Data
Budget summaries
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
