FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I would like to know the total cost of the Mayoral System (including implementation in 2010). 

This should include (but not limited to):

- Total cost of mayoral elections since 2011
To provide you with the information on the scale that you have requested for this question would require an extensive search to be made across thousands of files held within Council systems, complicated by the fact that the Council don’t have a specific total cost for each mayoral election because the mayoral elections have only ever been held simultaneously with other elections. 
Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for Local Authorities is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending 2.5 working days in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

The Council estimate that it will take in excess of 2.5 working days to determine appropriate material and locate, retrieve and extract the information in reference to your request, with the caveat that in practice it is unlikely to be possible to provide a fully disaggregated cost for the mayoral elections alone.

Therefore, this part of your request will not be processed further.

- Total cost (per annum) of mayor and cabinet salaries since 2011
To advise and assist you further, it is worth explaining that the elected mayor and elected members are not paid a salary (they are not employees of the Council) but receive allowances.

In respect of allowances paid to members including the City Mayor and Executive for 2017 – 2021, the exemption to disclosure contained at Section 21 of the Act-Information Accessible to Applicants by other means, applies as details of these are available on the Council’s website at:

Councillors allowances (leicester.gov.uk)

Details of allowances paid prior to this date, not published on the website, are enclosed with this response.
Similar allowances would be payable if the Council had an alternative model of governance such as a Leader and Cabinet model, as in common with other local authorities with such a model and previously when Leicester City Council had this model, the Leader would for example receive a specific allowance as would individual portfolio holders. 
- Cost of supporting the executive since 2011 (per annum). This would include Executive Assistant costs, City Mayor's team and any officers that are involved too.
- Any other costs associated with having a city mayor system. 

Please feel free to get in touch with me if you could like any more clarification.
Thank you.
Leicester City Council does not hold the information requested and is informing you of this as required by the provisions of Section 1(1) of the Act.

This is because, like any local authority, Leicester City Council’s governance arrangements (which include the Executive and executive decision-making processes) are supported by a wide range of officers across services and across a range of activities which include development of policy, the preparation of information and reports which feed into decision making process and communication of executive decisions. 
Officer time spent on these activities is not recorded separately by Leicester City Council and therefore the cost of all officers involved would be impossible to identify and retrieve. It should also be noted that following the move to the Mayoral system, a senior management restructure took place, which enabled the Council to reduce expenditure by removing the role of Chief Executive as a direct result of having an elected Mayor.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
