Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: Dedicated Schools Grant (DSG)
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I am requesting the following information under the Freedom of Information Act:
DSG deficits
1.      Please state the cumulative (i.e. multi-year not in-year) Dedicated Schools Grant (DSG) net surplus or deficit position on 31st March 2024

2.      Please state the cumulative DSG net surplus or deficit position on 31st March 2025

3.      Please state the most recent forecast of the cumulative DSG net surplus or deficit position for 31st March 2026. Please state what month or quarter of the financial year this forecast is correct to.

4.      Please state the most recent forecast of the cumulative DSG net surplus or deficit position for 31st March 2028

5.      If the council is forecasting an in-year DSG deficit in 2025/26, what percentage of the council’s total DSG grant funding for 2025/26 is this in-year deficit equal to? For the purpose of this question, an in-year deficit should be measured relative to a balanced outturn, rather than being measured relative to any pre-planned in-year deficit.

6.      In what financial year is the cumulative DSG deficit currently forecast to be cleared? This question does not apply if there is both no deficit at present and no deficit forecast for future years

7.      If the council’s DSG reserve is currently in a cumulative deficit position, has the council estimated (or calculated) the annual direct or indirect cost to the council of carrying this deficit – and if so, what is that estimated/calculated annual cost? This cost may arise in a number of ways, potentially including (these are all real examples from councils):

a.      the direct cost of interest on borrowing to fund or effectively cover the DSG reserve deficit

b.      the deficit reducing the council’s ability extent to internally borrow from its working capital balances, thus forcing the council to borrow externally quicker than it otherwise would at high interest rates

c.      carrying a deficit means the council has access to less cash than it would otherwise, meaning the council effectively forgoes potential interest on investment, increasing pressure on the General Fund
NMISS placement costs
8.      For each academic year from 2022/23 to 2025/26 inclusive, how many SEND children with council-funded EHCPs were placed in non-maintained independent special schools (NMISS) within the local authority area?

9.      For each academic year from 2022/23 to 2025/26 inclusive, what was the average cost to the council per child (i.e. unit cost] of funding a SEND child with a council-funded EHCP to go to an NMISS school within the local authority area (please use a forecast/estimate for 2025/26 if necessary)?

10.   For each academic year from 2022/23 to 2025/26 inclusive, how many SEND children with council-funded EHCPs were placed in non-maintained independent special schools (NMISS) outside the local authority area?

11.   For each academic year from 2022/23 to 2025/26 inclusive, what was the average cost to the council per child [i.e. unit cost] of funding a SEND child with a council-funded EHCP to go to an NMISS school outside the local authority area (please use a forecast/estimate for 2025/26 if necessary)?
Answer:

Please see information in the attached file for responses to Qs1-11

Schools in deficit
12.   Please provide a list of maintained schools that registered a cumulative revenue deficit at the end of 2024/25 

This letter constitutes a refusal notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because an exemption under Section 21 of the Act is being applied, namely the information is already in the public domain.
The information you have requested has been published by the DfE as part of the Financial Benchmarking and Insights Tool and is available at: https://financial-benchmarking-and-insights-tool.education.gov.uk/ 

13.   Please provide a list of maintained schools that are forecast to register a cumulative revenue deficit at the end of 2025/26

Avenue Primary School

Coleman Primary School

Dovelands Primary School

Eyres Monsell Primary School

Granby Primary School

Herrick Primary School

Linden Primary School

Mayflower Primary School

Merrydale Infant School

Slater Primary School

Wolsey House Primary School

Madani Girls School

Madani Boys School

Oaklands School

West Gate School
14.   Please provide a list of maintained schools that are forecast to register a cumulative revenue deficit at the end of 2027/28

The Council applies an exemption under Section 41 – Confidentiality.  

The information requested is based upon information that has been provided to the Council in confidence and with a clear expectation that it would not be shared more widely. Disclosure of this information to the public would be a breach of that confidence, which would be actionable in law. 

The information has been provided to the Council for the purpose of future forecasting. The information we hold on this for 2027/28 is not accurate and it would be misleading and give a false account of the deficit position for these schools. 
This is an absolute exemption and therefore the Public Interest Test is not required. 
15.   Please provide a list of maintained schools that are forecast to register a cumulative revenue deficit three years in a row

The Council applies an exemption under Section 41 – Confidentiality.  

The information requested is based upon information that has been provided to the Council in confidence and with a clear expectation that it would not be shared more widely. Disclosure of this information to the public would be a breach of that confidence, which would be actionable in law. 

The information has been provided to the Council for the purpose of future forecasting. The information we hold on this for 2027/28 is not accurate and it would be misleading and give a false account of the deficit position for these schools. 
This is an absolute exemption and therefore the Public Interest Test is not required. 

16.   Please provide copies of the existing deficit reduction plans of maintained schools in the council area as agreed by the council
We do not have any of these. This is therefore a refusal notice because in accordance with Section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by the Council.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
