FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I am writing to request information under the Freedom of Information of Information Act 2000.

 

Please would you provide details of the Local authority’s expenditure on unregulated care arrangements for children. For this request, “unregulated care “refers to placements or services that are not registered with the appropriate regulatory body (including unregulated or bridging care arrangements).

 

Specifically, I request the following information:

 

1.     The total expenditure incurred by the local authority on unregulated or bridging care services for each of the last three years (or the most recent data held)

	2023 - 2024
	2024 - 2025
	2025 – 2026 (Feb 2026)

	£1,184,229
	£1,423,266
	£2,027,770


2.     The number of individuals whom unregulated or bridging services were commissioned.
	2023 - 2024
	2024 - 2025
	2025 – 2026 (Feb 2026)

	8
	11
	14


3.     Where available, the average weekly cost per individual for such services.

	2023 - 2024
	2024 - 2025
	2025 – 2026 (Feb 2026)

	£9900 per week
	£9500 per week
	£8500 per week


4.     The average duration of unregulated care arrangements, where this information is recorded.
This information is not held.  Therefore, this letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.
5.     The circumstances under which unregulated or bridging care is commissioned (e.g. hospital discharge delays, lack of regulated provision, emergency placements).

Reasons are likely to include placement breakdown, private providers giving short notice in respect of ending placements, matching considerations, and a lack of suitable provision particularly for young people with more complex needs. 

6.     Any internal guidance, or criteria used by the authority when commissioning unregulated/bridging care.

When commissioning an unregulated placement/bridging care placement, Leicester City complete various due diligence checks such as reviewing statement of purpose, locality risk assessments, photo’s of property and review a full breakdown of the weekly costs to ensure we’re clear on what care/support is being offered. 

We also request 2 references from other local authorities that the provider currently works with or has recently. A risk assessment is completed between commissioning and social care to provide an overview of why the placement was required and how it will meet the needs of the young person. We then complete a notification to OFSTED advising that an unregulated placement has been made. 

Each unregulated placement is discussed at a dedicated panel with Head of Service oversight. 

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
