Freedom of Information Act 2000
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.

You asked:

The information will be used for research into the service provision in England’s local authorities for children who have ‘additional needs’ not being met by universal services. These are young people not reaching the threshold for statutory social work assessment as ‘child in need’ under the Children Act 1989.

I appreciate that local authorities will have different data collection regimes and I am happy to offer any clarification that may be necessary to fulfill the information request. I am happy to accept spreadsheets or audit reports summarizing data relating to the questions I outline as specifically as I can below. I will appreciate any early feedback on the clarity of the request or ease of accessing the information requested.

1. Does the local authority gather information on cases/referrals where an early help/intervention service is offered to children with needs recorded at a threshold below/prior that of ‘child in need’ (Children Act 1989)? 
Yes.

2. Please can you tell me the numbers of closed, opened, and active cases of early intervention with children, young people and their families not reaching thresholds for recording as Children in Need statutory cases. 
As there is no date period mentioned, we have provided data for the preceding 12 months below:

	
	Closed
	Opened
	Active @ 11/09/17

	EHA – Early Help Assessment (Multi Agency)
	434
	724
	395

	TAR – Short term Early Help cases

(Single Agency)
	4918
	3851
	1037

	Total
	5352
	4575
	1432


3. What groups of practitioners are case-holders or ‘lead professionals’ with regard to early intervention work with children and families?
Lead Practitioners Teams (both EH & TAR) from current cases:

· Family Support Workers

· Child Development Workers

· Schools

· Youth Workers

· Youth Offending Workers

· Health Visitors

· Education Welfare Officers

· Connexions Advisers

· Vol Sector

· School Nurses

4. Please supply broad detail of models of practice used in working with this service users group. For example, Team around the Child, or Team around the Family, Common Assessment Framework (CAF) or other multi-agency systems of practice. 
· We have an Early Help Partnership Allocations Hub for the purpose of allocating early help cases to a range of partners to ensure the family has the most appropriate lead professional. Refer to TOR attached.

· We also have a multi agency support panel (MASP) which provides a partnership response to any early help case that is stuck, high cost or escalating. Refer to TOR attached.

· We use the TAF model in Leicester and provide training and support to all practitioners with Chairing TAF meetings, completing assessments, care recording etc through a multi-agency workforce development programme. 

· From the 1st Oct, we will move from a model of single agency early help casework and multi-agency early help assessments to just multi agency EHA’s which are defined as where families have issues/problems that do not meet safeguarding thresholds but would benefit from am multi agency response to provide help and support. 

5. If primary reasons for referral are routinely recorded in any statistical returns or reports for this service user group, please supply aggregate data for the most recent annual report?
The information requested is not routinely recorded in a reportable format. Therefore this letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.
6. In addition, if data breakdown of cases by age, gender, and ethnicity is recorded, please supply with the other information requested as above.
	
	EHA
	TAR

	
	Closed
	Opened
	Active @ 11/09/17
	Closed
	Opened
	Active @ 11/09/17

	White
	245
	415
	230
	2728
	2165
	576

	Asian/Asian British
	84
	96
	50
	533
	420
	92

	Black/African/Caribbean/Black British
	20
	45
	20
	269
	237
	45

	Mixed/multiple ethnic group
	19
	36
	23
	283
	266
	99

	Other ethnic group
	1
	8
	4
	67
	60
	13

	Information not yet obtained
	65
	124
	68
	1038
	703
	212

	Grand Total
	434
	724
	395
	4918
	3851
	1037

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Female
	223
	389
	221
	2597
	2019
	552

	Male
	210
	333
	174
	2315
	1826
	483

	Unborn
	 
	2
	 
	5
	5
	1

	Unknown
	1
	 
	 
	1
	1
	1

	Grand Total
	434
	724
	395
	4918
	3851
	1037

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Age 0 to 19
	264
	469
	261
	2904
	2384
	634

	Age 20 and over
	170
	255
	134
	2014
	1467
	403

	Grand Total
	434
	724
	395
	4918
	3851
	1037


7. Does the authority compile strategic reviewing reports describing and analysing the early help/intervention work undertaken with children and families and can recent examples be supplied as part of this FOI request? For example, any recent reports or audits which describe the frameworks and models for local multi-agency practice in early help or intervention would be greatly appreciated.
Please see the documents attached.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance and Risk
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
4th Floor City Hall

115 Charles Street

Leicester  
LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 


