FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
As an affected resident I am extremely disappointed that the council have decided to consult on a scheme without even properly informing the affected residents.  Besides the letters on lamp posts there have been no postal circulars. I have checked this with multiple affected residents.  Under the FOI act, can the council confirm if all affected residents were informed via a letter drop as is a legal requirement for public consultation?

The fundamental issue on Evington Road can only be resolved via an automated camera system. There are simply not enough traffic wardens capable of managing the situation. The traffic wardens are also under significant attacks at various times and can only operate with a police escort. This is a complete and utter waste of resource as well as irresponsible for putting people in harms way. The parking wardens also must give a 5mins window in which any illegally parked vehicles must be moved. This has to change from 5 mins to an immediate consequence else the deterrent is pointless. To put it simply traffic wardens alone cannot contain the situation as has been demonstrated for a number of years. Under the FOI act can the council release all the necessary work and cost benefit analysis that they have completed to demonstrate that this is the best possible solution.

As for the residents parking, why should residents have to pay additional for the irresponsible situation on Evington Road. The council have mismanaged the issuing of A3 and A5 licenses which have resulted in an extremely busy food industry in the middle of a residential area. Evington Road is not a food court in the city centre, it should be for local amenities for local people. This proposal punishes the wrong people financially. Under the FOI act can the council please release all alternate solutions that were considered and discounted.

Information letters about the proposed Order have been sent to all residents and businesses located within the proposed scheme. 

In addition, Regulation 7(1)(a) of the 1996 regulations states that an order-making authority shall, before making an order: (a) publish, at least once, a notice (in these regulations called a “notice of proposals”) containing the particulars specified in parts I and II of schedule 1 in a newspaper circulating in the area in which any road or other place to which the order relates is situated. In addition, we have followed (c) of Reg 7, as stated below.

The legislation requires only for a notice of the proposed scheme to be published in a local paper as part of the TRO consultation. 

Leicester City Council has published proposed Order in Leicester Mercury on the 12th March 2025. In addition, the information about the proposed Order have been made available on Leicester City Council’s website and paper copies of the documents including plans have been made available at Customer Centre located in York House. Moreover, a press release was published about the TRO consultation https://news.leicester.gov.uk/news-articles/2025/march/final-proposals-for-new-residents-parking-scheme-published/
The proposed scheme addresses the issues of illegal, inconsiderate parking in the area of the proposed scheme by offering to introduce No Loading, No parking restrictions at the junctions and along the Evington Road. This restriction allows traffic wardens to issue instant fines without having to wait 5 minutes for observation. 
To address the loss of loading areas the scheme proposes to introduce several loading bays for businesses and residents to use instead. Introduction of No Loading, No parking restrictions combined with the introduction of residential parking scheme offers the best solution to parking issues in the area. Although parking enforcement is already undertaken in the area, with the introduction of the permit scheme, this will increase. Enforcement is paid for via PCN income from the city as a whole and is not budgeted area by area. Enforcement of parking by use of approved camera devices is prescribed in legislation and can only be used for certain parking offences such as on School Keep Clear Markings or Bus Stop Clearways. Parking on single and double yellow line restrictions cannot be enforced by camera under the current legislation.

The charges for the permits are to cover the administrative costs of issuing the permits. The number of permits per household is decided on a scheme-by-scheme basis. In most schemes in the City, a maximum of 4 permits are allowed per household,  You can find detailed information about the permits at the following website: https://www.leicester.gov.uk/transport-and-streets/parking-in-leicester/get-a-parking-permit/
Over the years, the City Council has received several requests to introduce a residents’ parking scheme from residents and ward Cllrs of the Stoneygate area of terraced streets.  The Engagement with residents in 2017 had indicated there was not majority support for residents’ only parking. However, following requests from the ward councillors in 2021/22 responding to new residential demands for action on parking in the area, a new engagement exercised was undertaken in July/August 2022. This included drop-in sessions for residents and sought views on potential options including full time or part time residents’ parking schemes. 
This 2022 engagement showed majority support for a scheme, with the most popular option being a “24/7” residents’ only parking scheme which is operational all the time (with short term parking provided close to shops and businesses for customers and other visitors). 17% of households responded to the online consultation. 
In February/March 2023, the Council undertook a further public engagement exercise with residents and businesses to determine if there is support for the 24/7 residents parking scheme in the area. Public engagement was aimed at 1680 properties in the area. The council received 518 responses, out of which 366 supported the proposed scheme (71% of those properties that replied).

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
