FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Request 1:

How much money from council funds has been spent over the last 5 years in supporting refugees?

Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

We do not hold the information requested in a reportable format.  Staff would be required to trawl through applications to the Household Support Fund and both Children’s and Adult Social Care records to establish if an individual or household had sought support from the Council and what their status was at the time.
This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act.

If you would like any help in refining your request, please do not hesitate to contact us.

How many council houses have been allocated to refugees in the last 5 years?

Although the immigration status of an applicant is checked at the point of an offer, this information is not recorded in a reportable format.  Staff would have to trawl through the housing records of anyone allocated a Council property in the last 5 years.  Therefore, section 12 of the Act is applicable.  

Request 2: 

How much council funds has been spent supporting asylum seekers in the last 5 years.
As above, this information simply isn’t recorded in a reportable format and a search or trawl of all housing and social care records would exceed the prescribed Local Government limit of 18 hours.

How many council houses have been allocated to asylum seekers in the last 5 years.

Zero as asylum seekers are pre-decision and not eligible to join the register.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
