Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs)
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Please provide the following for each of the last three full financial years (or longest period available):

1. Number of EHCPs with activity-based provision

The number of EHCPs maintained by the authority where special educational provision includes any specified activity-based provision, such as provision that is defined in terms of a specific non-standard educational or training activity rather than only generic educational support.


This could include: animal-assisted activities, outdoor/adventure activities, sport-based programmes, arts-based provision, or other named activity-based provision.


If your IT systems use coded categories for types of provision, please base the response on those categories and include the code list.


2. Expenditure on activity-based provision

The total gross expenditure incurred by the authority in funding the activity-based provision described above.


If this information is held in financial systems rather than linked directly to plans, please provide totals from those financial categories which best correspond to the above provision.

3. Equine-specific provision

For equine-related provision (for example, “equine therapy”, “equine-assisted learning”, "riding therapy", or similar horse-riding terms), please provide:

a) The number of EHCPs where such equine-related activity is specified, by year.
b) The total gross expenditure on this equine-related provision in each year.

Answer:
This information is not recorded in a reportable format. In order to collate this information as we would need to individually check over 4000 EHCPs and associated paperwork to identify the type of activity provision and this would exceed the cost limit specified in the FOI Act.  At 15 minutes to go through each EHCP, it equates to approx. 1000 hours.
Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

The Council has duly determined that to undertake such an exercise would exceed the limit specified above.

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.

You may wish to refine and resubmit your request so that it reduces the cost to within the 'appropriate limit'.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
