Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Residents of Beauville Drive, Beaumont Leys, Leicester LE4 have experienced parking restrictions along this road brought about as a result of Covid-19 and social distancing restrictions around Buswells Lodge Primary School. These restrictions were imposed from September 2020 and came to a brief end with the lifting of national Coronavirus restrictions.

However, now the residents find themselves having further restrictions placed on them for another 12 months for the reasons of “Safe Schools”. To the best of my knowledge none of this has been communicated directly with residents of Beauvlle Drive.

Prior to the pandemic, the council was aware of longstanding issues with inconsiderate and dangerous parking along Beauville Drive at school run time and has received complaints from residents as a result. Local Councillors have also been active in seeking solutions to the parking problems. The pandemic required us to bring forward temporary measures to restrict parking and help support social distancing outside the school. The peak time single yellow line parking restrictions were brought in as a temporary measure and has helped significantly reduce parking issues on Beauville Dr at school run time. We are now considering making it permanent and will be advertising and consulting over this shortly. People can object to the making the restriction permanent. 
Please provide me with the following information.

1. Was there any advanced warning given to residents of Beauville Drive in advance of the restrictions brought about by Covid-19? If so, please detail what form this took and when.
Notices advertising the temporary traffic order were place on street in advance of the measures being introduced. Letters were also distributed to 41 affected properties on 25th August 2020 notifying of the plans temporary traffic regulation.

2. Was there a residents consultation ahead of these parking restrictions being imposed? If so, please detail what form this took and when.
Letters were distributed to 41 affected properties on 25th August 2020 notifying of the plans temporary traffic regulation. A copy of which is attached.

3. Please detail what the justification is for these restrictions?
The parking restrictions were brought on to support social distancing outside the school and address road safety concerns arising from dangerous and inconsiderate parking in the mornings and afternoons, facilitating safe passage for vehicles and reducing the risk to pedestrians and schoolchildren.

4. How long are these restrictions to last and why has this period of time for restrictions to be in force been chosen? Are there plans for the present set of restrictions to become permanent?
The Temporary Traffic Regulation Order lasts for 18 months which is the maximum timeframe allowed. There are plans to make these restrictions permanent.  The process has started, and the stage 1 consultation is complete.  The Stage 2 consultation will involve advertising in the local press, and on the street and the public will have 3 weeks to object to any proposals. Assuming no objections to stage 2 consultation the lines will be made permanent however the permanent times will be “no waiting” Monday to Friday between 8.00am to 9.00am and between 2.30pm to 4.00pm.

5. The signs refer to waiting, unloading (previous signs referred to waiting, stopping, parking and loading/unloading).Please clarify what exactly residents can do on this highway?
No waiting, loading or unloading during the specified times.

6. Why do the present signs appear only to provide for the punitive action of vehicles being towed-away when the Highways Policy of the Leicester city council states quite clearly that it does not sanction this action?
Towing vehicles away is used rarely and where there is clear danger, obstruction or for dealing with repeat offences.

7. The signs refer to waiting and loading at all times and yet the paper pasted to them only refers to specific time 08.30hrs - 09.30hrsand 14.30hrs – 15.30hrs. Which is correct?
The parking restrictions only apply during the times specified, namely 08.30hrs - 09.30hrs and 14.30hrs – 15.30hrs.

8. Could you clarify whether any residents permit system or allowances for residents or their visitors to park on Beauville Drive at all times has been considered or will be considered?
Residents only parking was not considered for the temporary restrictions.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 
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Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
