FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
We are a provider for semi-independent living for Care Leavers 16+ and have a few questions as below:

1)What are the mandatory documents that would be needed to be submitted when registering as a provider?
Initially OFSTED registration, inspection reports, references from other Local Authorities, Statement of Purpose, Locality Risk Assessment. This would be followed up by more in depth checks with regards to insurance, financial viability, procedures and policies etc.

2)Once all mandatory documents have been submitted and verified, how long is it before a new provider starts getting referrals?
Depending on demand at the time there could be referrals sent with immediate effect.

3)What is the referral process?
The Local Authority sends a provider a “Placement Request Form” with the relevant details of a young person to be considered. The provider would then confirm whether or not the young person is a match to their accommodation other young people already in the placement. Negotiations would then take place with regards to the costs and staffing of the placement, admission dates etc. with our Placements & Social Work Teams.

4) Can you advise on the Council's expected/required property standards for a property that will house up to 16+ care leavers?
We refer you to the link below which outlines the Government’s Supported Accommodation Regulations. Please refer in particular to the “Accommodation Standard” (Regulation 6)
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1145117/Guide_to_the_supported_accommodation_regulations_March_2023.pdf

5) Does the Local authority/ Children's Trust carry out an inspection of the property before placements commence?
This can be arranged. If not before, shortly after placement is commissioned.

6) What is the waiting period for an inspection to take place?

This varies from case to case and whether the provider is new or established with the Local Authority. New providers are usually inspected within a fortnight of commissioning a placement.

7)What is the waiting period between inspection and approval (with the assumption that there are no improvements needed)?
Once officers report back to their managers, approval can be given straight away.

8) What is the waiting period between approval and referrals?
This varies from case to case and the level of demand at the time of approval.

9) Do you hold provider meetings? If so how can one arrange to attend one of these?
Not at this point in time, but if one is arranged all providers would be invited to it.

10) What is the basic weekly payment to provide semi-independent living for 16+?
This varies according to the level of support, type of accommodation and staffing level required for a young person.

11) Please supply list of standard policies & procedures the Local authority/Children's' Trust expects from providers?
We refer you to the link below which outlines the Government’s Supported Accommodation Regulations. The Local Authority would expect providers to be compliant with these.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1145117/Guide_to_the_supported_accommodation_regulations_March_2023.pdf

12)Apart from the placement portal, are there any other ways of getting 16+ Care leaver placements? 

We do  not use a placement portal. Referrals are sent out for each young person to providers on a case by case basis.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
