Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: Furniture procurement
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
1. How does the authority procure education furniture requirements for new school openings or whole school refurbishments? What are the Contact details (including email) and job titles of key staff members involved in this process.
Answer:

LA’s do not purchase school furniture.  For small projects the school would be given a budget and reimbursed.   Recent larger projects have been DfE projects (Priority School Building Programme).

2.
Is routine education furniture purchasing devolved to individual schools or is there a centralised contract? If there are different methods depending on the financial value, what are the step financial values and what are the contact details (including email) and job titles for key staff members involved in this process. 
Yes, devolved to the schools.


3.
If there is a centralised contract or framework in place, who is the current supplier, when does the contract/framework end, what is the value, what are the contact details (including email) and job titles for key staff members involved in this process. 
No centralised LA contract


4.
How does the authority procure corporate furniture requirements for large scale projects/refurbishments? If there are different methods depending on the financial value, what are the step financial values and what are the contact details (including email) and job titles for key staff members involved in this process. 

This is considered within the wider project scope and included in the procurement exercise for any large-scale projects.


5.
Is routine corporate furniture purchasing devolved to individual council departments or is there a centralised contract? If a centralised contract, are different methods depending on the financial value, what are the step financial values and what are the contact details (including email) and job titles for key staff members involved in this process. 
There is currently no centralised contract. The use of a framework provider is a current method of purchasing used.

6.
Can you supply a list of any known education or corporate furniture requirements where; the spend is likely to be over £10k; where this has not already been awarded and; are likely to occur over the next 2 year period? 

Some SEND expansion projects are currently at design stage. 

Corporate furniture requirements are handled on a case by case basis rarely exceeding £10K at any one time.
7.
Do you use any procurement portals to procure furniture or other equipment, if so which ones and what criteria is used?

Education do not use any portals 
The authority currently uses the ESPO contract framework for furniture.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
