Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: obtaining a school place through fraudulent means
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
· The number of reports made to the council of attempts (successful or not) to obtain a school place through fraudulent means (for example giving a false address on the application). Please break the numbers down by primary and secondary. Please also break the numbers down by school year (September to August) for the past five years (2020/21, 2021/22, 2022/23, 2023/24, 2024/25)
Answer:

2024/25 – 2 – all secondary
2023/24 – 1 – all secondary
2022/23 – 0 – all secondary
2021/22 – 0 – all secondary
2020/21 – 2 – all secondary
· Please breakdown the numbers by how many of those reports came from members of the public in each year.
2024/25 – 1 – all secondary
2023/24 – 1 – all secondary
2022/23 – 0 – all secondary
2021/22 – 0 – all secondary
2020/21 – 2 – all secondary
· The number of investigations into attempts (successful or not) to obtain a school place through fraudulent means. Please break the numbers down by primary and secondary. Please also break the numbers down by school year (September to August) for the past five years (2020/21, 2021/22, 2022/23, 2023/24, 2024/25) 
2024/2025 – 29 – secondary

2023/2024 – 26 – secondary 

2022/2023 – 24 – secondary

2021/2022 – 14 – secondary

2020/2021 – 26 – secondary
Please note, reports of fraud from public do not match the investigations in general as almost all the conducted investigations are triggered by the internal processes, rather than by the reports from the public.
· Have private investigators been hired to investigate? If so, please breakdown the number of times hired and cost by school year for the past five years.
The Council does not hold this information.  Therefore this letter acts as a refusal notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with Section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.

City schools could potentially employ private investigators and the payment could be directly paid by the school itself. Schools are classed as separate public authorities under the Act.  
Please contact individual schools directly for this information. The link below will take you to the Schools’ Directory page:  

https://schoolinfo.leicester.gov.uk/DirectorySearch.html
· The number of a) offers nor made, b) offers withdrawn and c) places withdrawn as a result of fraudulent activity on applications. Please break the numbers down by primary and secondary. Please also break the numbers down by school year (September to August) for the past five years (2020/21, 2021/22, 2022/23, 2023/24, 2024/25) 
	
	offers not made
	offers withdrawn
	places withdrawn

	2024/25
	13
	0
	0

	2023/24
	8
	2
	0

	2022/23
	7
	1
	0

	2021/22
	7
	0
	1

	2020/21
	13
	2
	0


· The number of times sibling priority has been removed as a result of fraudulent activity (i.e. the first place was obtained fraudulently so subsequent siblings will not get priority when applying to the same school). Please break the numbers down by primary and secondary. Please also break the numbers down by school year (September to August) for the past five years (2020/21, 2021/22, 2022/23, 2023/24, 2024/25) 

Sibling information provided in application forms is verified and sibling link removed if the criteria are not met. Sibling links are not classified as attempts to submit fraudulent application.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
