Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: Damp and Mould in Council-Owned Housing Stock
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I am writing to request the following information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 in relation to damp and mould in council-owned housing stock, ahead of Awaab’s Law being introduced in October 2025.

Please could you tell me:
1. The total amount of money allocated by your council in the 2024/25 financial year specifically for remediation, repairs, or prevention of damp and mould issues in council-owned housing, including any budget or resource set aside in preparation for compliance with Awaab’s Law.
Answer:

The budget for the repairs and prevention of damp and mould is built within LCC’s overall Repairs and Maintenance budgets. Due to the nature of the work, which is undertaken over number of different services, it is not possible to separate the budget, which is allocated and utilised as required.  

For 2025/26 budgets, please refer to the budget report in the link below:

https://cabinet.leicester.gov.uk/documents/s160492/HRA%20Budget%20Report%20-%20Council%202025%202026%20002.pdf.pdf
This letter therefore acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, separate budget for repairs or prevention of damp and mould issues is not held by the Council.

2. The total amount spent in the previous two financial years (2022/23 and 2023/24) on remediation, repairs, or prevention of damp and mould issues in council-owned housing (the same purpose of spend as in question 1).

As in 1 above, the actual spend for the repairs and prevention of damp and mould is incorporated within LCC’s overall Repairs and Maintenance expenditure. Due to the nature of the work, which is undertaken over number of different services, it is not possible to separate the expenditure, which is allocated and utilised as required.  

The following information is available in the public domain:
For revenue spend please refer to the Housing Revenue Account section within the Statement of Account for the relevant years from the following links:

https://www.leicester.gov.uk/your-council/how-we-work/performance-and-spending/statement-of-accounts/.
For capital spend, please refer to the Housing Revenue Account lines within the Capital Outturn report for the relevant years from the links below:

2023/24

https://cabinet.leicester.gov.uk/documents/s155885/Capital%20Outturn%20Report%202023-24%20-%20OSC%20Final.pdf.pdf
2024/25

https://cabinet.leicester.gov.uk/documents/s164558/Decision%20Report%20-%20Capital%20Outturn%202024-25.pdf.pdf
3. The total number of damp and mould inspections completed in 2022/23 and 2023/24.
857 and 1,518, respectively
4. The council’s target number of damp and mould inspections for the entirety of 2024/25 financial year. If no formal target has been set, please confirm.
No formal target has been set.

5. If available, please provide a short description of how the 2024/25 budget allocation for damp and mould remediation to comply with Awaab’s Law will be used (e.g. new staffing, inspections, repairs, new technology, tenant support, or other measures).

This information is not held and exemption section 1.1 of the Act apply.
Full costs are not yet known but establishment and budgetary growth is expected.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
