Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: pharmacy needle and syringe programme provision
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
In 2023, The Hepatitis C Trust conducted a mapping exercise of pharmacy-based needle and syringe programmes (NSP) across England. The aim of this exercise was to establish the geography of NSP provision, as well as the type of equipment being provided. We plan to repeat this exercise in 2025 and, as a starting point, are asking local authority public health teams - who are responsible for the commissioning of substance misuse services including NSP - to provide information on NSP participating pharmacies.

As such, I am requesting the following information:

· A named list (with each individual site address) of the pharmacies commissioned to provide needle and syringe programmes in your local authority.

Answer:

Commissioning of pharmacy-based substance use services including NSP is included as an element of our Service Specification for the Integrated Substance Use Service contract, and as such we do not directly commission these services (this is managed by the contractor). In Leicester, Turning Point currently deliver this service and would hold the data requested. We do not currently hold this data in the format that is being requested. 
This is therefore a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.   

We would also like to be able to share the findings of our work with relevant colleagues, so we would be grateful if you could provide an email contact for the office responsible for commissioning NSP.

Please liaise with Turning Point Leicester.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
