Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: Residents Parking  
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
If everyone and thing has equal rights in terms of disability discrimination etc.

1) Then why do blue badge holders get free residence parking permits?

Answer:

Leicester City Council has always recognised the difficulties faced by those affected by a disability and actively supports and promotes the benefits that additional and accessible parking provision can provide to Blue Badge Holders. Leicester has an automatic exemption that is written within our Traffic Regulation Orders and Blue Badge parking is provided free of charge in council operated payment bays, car parks and in residents parking schemes across the city. This is also reflected in the council’s equality impact assessments and also recognises the limited choices disabled people may have to access other means of transport, along with the ongoing difficulties faced when parking near to their homes, local services and amenities and also financial restrictions and constraints faced due to limited opportunities.

 
Although free parking is permitted in residents parking schemes if you display a Blue Badge, permits are also issued to Blue Badge holders that reside within the scheme, as the badge is intended to be used in any vehicle used for travel by the holder. This also helps to reduce the risk of the badge being stolen as they are not required to be continuously displayed 24/7 whilst parked. 


2) Please send your full resident parking policies 

Please see attachment 2a. This is what residents agree to when they submit an application,


3) Please send the results of the last zone you reviewed.

Please see attached 3a, 3b, 3c, 3d, 3e for information regarding the last zone that was reviewed. 

This information relates to a review of the Holy Trinity Residents Parking Scheme (Zone A) and includes the following:

3a – A summary of Zone A, 

3b - The number of eligible properties

3c – Location and lengths of residents parking bays

3d – The different permit types issued in Zone A.

3e – Map of Zone A and surrounding streets and buildings 
4) How much REVENUE do you make each year out of residents parking?
 
In the last financial year, the revenue was £343,800. However, the cost of operating these types of schemes is expensive and beyond the initial implementation and installation costs, they require ongoing maintenance, enforcement and permits are required to be processed throughout the year at an approximate annual operating cost of over £650,000. The revenue raised helps towards offsetting the operating costs of these schemes.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
