Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004 
Re: spend on carbon reduction
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
• What is the total budget (GBP) that this local authority has to spend annually for each of the following years 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022 and 2023

Answer:

Please see the link below which provides details of the budgets for the years listed, up to the current financial year. 
Budget summaries (leicester.gov.uk)
The revenue and capital budgets for 2022/23 will be approved by Council in February 2022.

This letter therefore acts as a refusal notice under Section 17(1) of the FOIA and Regulation 14 of the EIR, because, in accordance with Section 21 of FOIA and Regulation 6(1)(b) of EIR, the information is made publicly accessible to the applicant by other means/ in another form or format.


• How much of the total budget has been spent on carbon reduction efforts for each of the following years 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021 (as GBP and as a percentage of overall budget)

We do not separately identify budgets or expenditure at this level; information is not held in a format which enables us to answer your question. This is therefore a refusal in accordance with Section 1(1) of the FOIA and Regulation 12(4)(a) of the EIR, information not held by the Council.

Carbon reduction is a key influence on a wide range of activities across Leicester City Council, and as such is integral to the decisions we take and what we do as an organisation.  

Leicester City Council declared a climate emergency in February 2019 and the current Climate Emergency Strategy can be found here: Leicester Climate Emergency Strategy 2020-2023. 
One of the few budget lines which is exclusively related to carbon reduction is the Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme, on which we will be spending £25.2m.

However, many of our activities and schemes are intended to contribute on carbon reduction, amongst a wider basket of outcomes, for example:
· investment in cycling and walking infrastructure;

· installation of photovoltaic panels on Council-owned buildings;

· building low-carbon homes for affordable rent;

· Improving our existing social housing stock;

· Grant funding schemes, for example Green Belle provides grants of up to £10,000 to support local SMEs to install low carbon measures and increase their energy efficiency  https://www.greenbelle.org.uk/; and

· Increasing the proportion of our vehicle fleet which is electrified.


• How much does the council plan to spend on carbon reduction efforts in each of the following years 2021, 2022 and 2023 (as GBP and as a percentage of overall budget)
As for the response to the previous question, we are unable to provide specific figures on the planned spend for carbon reduction efforts. As such, this is a refusal in accordance with Section 1.1 of the FOIA and Regulation 12(4)(a) of the EIR, information not held.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
