Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: empty residential properties 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I would like to request a list of residential properties within your local authority area that have been recorded as empty for over six months. If possible, please include the following details for each property:

· Full address

· Date the property became vacant

· Council Tax band (if available)

Answer:
We can confirm that we hold details of empty residential properties owned by individuals, however, the Council is of the view that residential empty property information is exempt from disclosure under section 31(1)(a) – Prejudicial to Law Enforcement which states:

“(1) Information is exempt information if its disclosure under the Act would, or would be likely to prejudice –

(a) the prevention or detection of crime.”

The disclosure of the addresses would be likely to prejudice the prevention of crime as it is believed that if a list of the addresses were to be disclosed then these properties would become more vulnerable to squatting, associated crime and other forms of criminal activity including but not limited to criminal damage, extraction of electricity and the stripping of empty properties and would increase the social and economic costs in these areas as a result.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
