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The Survey of Leicester was undertaken jointly by
Leicester City and Leicestershire County Councils
with some financial support from the Home Office
and the Commission for Racial Equality. The
University of Leicester and the Leicestershire Health
Authority also provided some assistance

The purpose of the Survey was to obtain infor-
mation which could be used to combat racial
discrimination in Leicester. It's principal aim was to
provide reliable information on the size, distri-
bution and characteristics of the various ethnic,
religious and language groups in the City.

About 16,700 randomly selected households were
interviewed between February and April 1983. This
means that about 1 in 6 of the households in the
City were selected for interview. Each household
was asked a range of questions which included the
size of the household and the age, sex, place of
birth, ethnic origin, language, religion, diet and
employment status of the residents. The public
response to the Survey was excellent wish only
9.4% of those contacted refusing to participate.
Overall, 83.2 % of addresses provided a successful
interview.

~'l 1.

The "Initial Report of Survey" was published in
September 1984 and provided information for the
City as a whole. This booklet provides a summary
of the results of the Survey for each of the 28 new
wards of Leicester and some of the results in the
tables are shown graphically in maps and diagrams.
The findings highlight the diversity of the
population across different parts of the City. The
information in this report will assist the City and
County Councils and other organisations providing
services in the City, in ensuring that policies reflect
and respond to the needs of the local population in
different areas.

Three tables for the City as a whole, which were
not in the "Initial Report of Survey" are also
included in this booklet.

~ • ~;

• ~,~ .

For the purpose of the 191 .Census of Population,
the City was split into some 600 separate areas
called Enumeration Districts (ED's). The information
from the Survey of Leicester was allocated to the
appropriate ED's and then the ED's were grouped
together to provide figures for the wards.
Following the Survey however, the ward bound-
aries were changed by the Boundary Commission
and the number of wards in the City increased
from 16 to 28. The data presented in this booklet
has been re-assigned to these "new" wards on the
basis of the location of the household within the
original enumeration district. Where an ED was
split by the "new" ward boundary it has been
assigned to a "new" ward in such a way as to
ensure a representative distribution of households
throughout the City.

I •' •,, 1...., ~ ' 1 ~

As only a sample of the households in the City
were interviewed it has been necessary to "gross-
up" the figures to the City total. The figures
presented in this booklet are therefore estimates
and readers should bear this in mind when using
the information. The figures are however reliable
estimates and care has been taken to ensure that
they are accurate.

As in all sample surveys the resides are subject to
what is known as sampling error. This arises
because only a sample of households were included
in the Survey and they may not be totally represen-
tative of all households. The extent of the sampling
error is dependent on both the size and design of
the Survey. The sampling error can be calculated
statistically and is commonly known as a confidence
interval. It is usually calculated as a certain range
within which, 95 times out of 100, the true figure
will lie. For example, the Survey of Leicester was
designed so that for a group of 1,500 households
we can be 95 % confident that t?ie true figure is
between 1,327 and 1,673 hou~~holds, that is
between plus or minus 11.5 % of the Survey
estimate. The confidence ineerval varies according
to the size of the group being considered; the
smaller the number the greater the margin of error
is likely to be and therefore small numbers need to
be used with caution. As the Survey was based on
a sample of households the confidence intervals for
individuals is likely to be greater than the
confidence intervals for households.

A fuller explanation of how the seatisticai reliability
of the Survey has been calculated is to be found in
the "Inieial Report of Survey" .

z • ~

~ . .. .~.

Since the "Initial Report of Survey" was published
further work refining the results of the Survey of
Leicester has been undertaken. This covered three
areas:-

(i) The "grossing up" fagure his been refined
following more detailed analysis of raon-
response. The more accurate figures are
presented an this ward booklet and as a result
the City-wide totals in the tables differ from
those in td~e "Initial Report of Survey ".

(ii) Where possible the Survey of Leicester fagures
have been compared with those of the 1981
Census of Populatioaa, undertaken by central
government Qnd covering all households. Osz
the whole Phese comparisons suggest that the
Survey results provide an accurate picture of
the corraposition of Leicester's population.
There are some obvious a'iffereraces irs the
findangs but most of these cc~ra be explained
e.g. by the two year gcap between the two
surveys.

(iia) It was suggested in the "Initial Report of
Survey" (p16) that the presence of students in
Leicester at the tune of the fieldwork of the
Survey led to the Survey estimate of total
population being greater than that of the
Census. Detailed analysis of the wards
concerned confirmed this hypothesis. S



The conclusion of all of this work suggests that the
results of the Survey of Leicester are reliable
estimates at the level of individual wards and the
City as a whole.

'I"EMINOLOG~'

This booklet uses the broad terms "White",
"Asian", and "West Indian" to describe people's
ethnic origin. The term "White" refers to people
originating from European countries and their
descendents. The term "Asian" refers to people
originating from the Indian Sub-Continent and their
descendents. Other Survey questions on place of
birth, religion and first language have been used to
identify different groups within the Asian
population. The term "West Indian" refers to
people from the Caribbean and their descendents.
It was used in preference to the term "Afro-
Caribbean" as it was more commonly used in
Leicester at the time of the Survey.

FU'~"~I~R II~IFO ATION

To obtain further information or advice on the use
of the Survey data please contact:-

either Race Relations Unit
Chief Executive's Department
Leicester City Council
New Walk Centre
Welford Place
Leicester
Telephone (0533) 549922 ext. 6071

or Urban Policies Unit
Chief Executive ~ County Clerk's Dept.
Leicestershire County Council
County Hall
Glenfield
Leicestershire
Telephone (0533) 871313 ext. 7437

The information contained in this booklet is only a
small part of the data available from the Survey of
Leicester. If you wish to obtain any different
tabulations of the data or information on any
special geographical area please contact the Race
Relations Unit or the Urban Policies Unit (as above)
to discuss your request. A small charge may be
made for any Tables supplied.

USE ~~ ~' ~ ~~Fo~M1~T~oN

Whilst you are welcome to use and reproduce any
information from this report, please bear in mind
that the purpose of the Survey was to combat racial
discrimination. The information should therefore be
used in a positive way to identify possible sources
of racial discrimination in employment and service
provision and to inform the development of
services that are appropriate to the needs of people
in Leicester.

The authors reserve the right in particular to take
appropriate action to restrict misquotations or to
restrict information reproduced in a misleading or
racist manner. Those who wish to use the
information are reminded that it's copyright
belongs to the authors.

6
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REMEMBEfl TO STAp7 CODING FROM COLUMN 5 70. Does eaT either or ~~Sh~
"I would now like to ask you wme more quest nns on each person,"

meat poulvy

YES, et least onoe a week ~
5. Where was y~~~?

YES,, less than once a week
No 3

England, Scotland, Wales 01 Kenya Too young 4
Northern Ireland 02 Uganda' ~~ DK/NA 9

7 0Irish Republic 03 Malawi }~
Other European country ~SPECIPYI O4 Tanzania 

~~

71. Does . , eat either eggs orcheese7
West Indies, Guyana Zambia 13(SPECIFY ISLAND) 05 Other Afriea

YES at least once a week i
(SPECIFY) ~q

India O6 Other (SPECIFY)
YES less than once a week

75Pakistan 07 DK/NA
No 3

Bangladesh pg 99 Too young q

OK/NA 9

6. Which group on this card do you consider ,belongs to7 gyp, How long has . been ~i~i~q ddress 7GIVE OUT CARD B ANDIREAD OUT GROUPS
,, at th

White U1 Chinese
Less than one year 1 '5 but less than 10 

years
p5

Asian 02 Mixed Ori gin~SPECi FYI p6
7 Wt less than 2 years Z ~0 years or more

West Indian 03 Other (SPECIFY) 07
phut less than 3 years 3

3 Gut less than 5 yearsBritish-born West Indian 04 DK/NA 09
q DK/NA

TAKE BACK CARD 8 13. Does go out to work?

(CODE 98 pOR ANY PERSONS STILL IN COMPULSORY SCHOOLING)
7. Does have a religionl

Economicali Active

Christian i Jewish
Hindu 2 Other (SPECIFYI g In a full-time job More than 30 hours per week
Sikh 3 None ~ In a part-time job~i6-30 hours per week.
Muslim 4 DK/NA g In a part-time job (less than i6 hours per vree.kl

Seif-employed
8. Which language did first speak as a child? Out-worker

'1JaitlnB to take up job already accepted
English 01 Hindi 07 SeekinB'~ork
Other European ~SPECIPY) 02 Urdu OB Prevented from seeking work because temporally sick
Gujarati 03 Other Asian (SPECIFY) 09 Other economically active (SPECIFY)
Punjabi 04 Other (SPECIFY) 70
Kutchi 05 Not speaking yet 17 wnomlcally Inactive
Bengali O6 DK/NA gg

I F ENGLISH IS FIRST LANGUAGE, CODE SPOR Q9 THEN GO TO Q70
Houseperson

Retired

9. Can speak English 7
Student..
Unavailable for employment for cultural reasons iSPECIPI~

Yes 1 Not speaking yet 4 Othedeconomically inactive (SPECIfY~

A little 2 DK/NA 9 Person incompulsory schooling

No 3 OK/NA . .

P.3 p, y

INFOgMAT10N TO BE COMPlE7ED 8Y IftlTEPV1EWEH

FINAL OUTCOAIE START OF INTENVIEW

Successful ~nternew completeA t • HAVE YOU SHOWN YOUR IDENTITY CPRD7
~Jo contact after at least dour cal ls 2
Refusal 'SPEQFY ON SHEET Cl 3 GIVE SOME FURTHEP ExPLANATiON ABOUT THE SURVEY, THEN SAY:
Vacant - t~e~ny convertetl or modernised 4
J̀ acam -unoccupied, second home, hohAay home 5 I would like to ask you some questions about the people who live here
BoardeA up/~lerel ~ct g with you as mem6e~s of your household. ~ First of ail can you tell mew o
Nomres ~den~rel or an institution 7 lives here? t don't need to know their names.
Demolished/no trace of address 8
Ocher SPECIFY ON SHEET BJ 9

1. RELATIONSHIPTO RESPONDENT

TYPE OF ACCOMMG D.+TION
Respondent 01 Grandchild O6

Detached noose/bunyatow 1 Fladmaisonette in converted Husband/W ife Sister/Brother 07
S ems-de~ached house/bunya low 2 house 5 or similar relationship 02 Other gelation (SPECIFYI OB
Terraced/end of terrace house 3 Rooms 6 OaughtedSon 03 Not related 1SPECIFY) 09
Purpose built fiat/maisonette 4 Mobile home/caravan 7 Mother/Father 04 DK/NA 99

Other ~SPEC~FY ON SHEET B) 8 Grandparent 05

DETAILS OF REFUSALS
2. SIX

USE SHEET C
POSSIBLE ETHNIC ORIGIN OF HOUSEHOLD

Male M
Female F

White 01 Chinese 05
CHECK NUMBER IN HOUSEHOID~Asian 02 Mixed onyin ISPECIFVI O6

West Indian 03 Other SPEC IfYI 07
So just to check, thaYs ... people altogether

8r~t~sn-born West Indian 04 DK/NA 09

POSSIBLE RELIGION WRITE NUMBEPIN 80)f 14

Chnst~an 1 Jewish 5 3. How old is each person?

Hindu 2 Other ~SPECIFVI 6
S ikh 3 None ~ WRITE IN AGE LAST BIflTH DAY

Muslim 4 DK/NA 9
CODE 98 FOR 98 YEARS AND OVER. CODE 99 FOP DK/NA
I F ANSWERED GO TO Q5 AND CODE Q4 LATEP, OTHEflWISE TRY Q4

POSSIBLE LANGUAGE

English 01 Hlndi ~~
4. Which of the age groups on this card is each person in?

Other European ~SPEC~FYI 02 Urdu 08
GIVE OUT CARD A AND READ OUT GPOUPS

Gu~arat~ 03 Other Asian SPECIFY) 09
Pun~ahi O4 Othei SPEC IF~I ~~

0--0 years O7 20-24 years 09
Kutch US DK/NA 99 5-7 years 02 25-29 years 10

Benyali p5 8-9 years 03 30-44 years 11
10-11 years 04 45-59 years 12

POSSIBLE HOUSEHOLD SILE 12-15 years 05 60-64 years 73
WPI7E IN NUMBER i6 years O6 65-69 years 14

77-18 years 07 70-74 years 15
POSSIBLE TENURE 79 years OB 75-79 years 16

80-84 years 77
Owner-Occupied 1 Privately rented -unfurnished 5 85 plus years 18
lienred (rum CouncJ 2 Rent Tree with fob or business 6 DK/NA 99
Reined (rum Housiny Assocn. Other ~SPECIFYI ~
~r Char~tahle Trust l DK/NA 9 TAKE BACK CARO A

Privately rented - turn shed 4 P•2

54

5
6

9

Ot
02
03
O4
05
O6
07
08
09

17
12
13
is
75
98
99

rmw have just a few more questions to ask you

15. Is your home owned or rentedl

Owneroccupied ~
Rented from munci I 2
Rented from Housing Association or Charitable Trust 3
Privately rented -furnished 4
Privately rented -unfurnished 5
Rent free with job or business 6
Other ~SPECIFYI 7
DK/NA g

16. Do you or your household have the use of a car or van 7

Yes, one 1
Yes, two 2
Yes, three or more 3
None q

DK/NA 9

Does anyone else apart from your household live at .... (QUOTE IXACT
ADURE$5~ 7

IF THERE ARE NO OTHER HOUSEHOLDS A7 THE ADDRESS CODE 98 FOR
Q17. 78 AND 19

IF THERE ARE OTHER HOUSEHOLDS AT THE ADDPESS, ASK Qi7, 18 qND
79.

77. How many of ehe households are occupied not including yom~ own?

fill WNUMBER iNeOX 17

18. How many of the households are unoccupied

FllL IN NUMBER IN BOX 78

19, in al l, how many people, apart from your boos=.hold live at this
address 7

FILL IN NUMBER IN EO% 19

Let me lust check that I have asked you all the questions

CHECK THROUGH THE CODING FORM

Yes, that looks fine. Thank you very much foryour help.

REMEM9ER TO GIVE LEffER OF THANKS TO RES PONOENT.

p.5

INFORMATION TO BE COMPLETED BY THE INtERVIEWER

20. Type of household:

NOTE: A~UlTS APE AGED 18 OP OVER

Single person under 65 Ot Parent~sl with all aCuit offsp~ ~u ~:,,
Single person over 65 02 2 generation extended fami ly OB
Couple, male under 65 03 3 generation family 09
Couple, male over 65 04 3 generation extended Family
Single parent with child~renl 05 Other ISPECIFYI i~
Couple with child~renl O6 OK/NA 9~

21. Languages used in the interview.

English 001 Bengali
Other European (SPECIF1') 002 Hindi
Gujarati 004 Urdu
Punjabi 008 Other Asian ~SPECIFVI
Kutchi Ot6 Other ~SPECIFVI

IF MORE THAN ONE LANGUAGE IS USED. ADD UP CODING NUMBEf6

22. How did the respondent react to the questions 7

PLEASE REPLY FOR EACH QU6TION

Straightforward i
Did not understand the question 2
Not sure of the answer 3
Unwilling to answer 4

Refused to answer 5

23. What was the respondents general attitude to the survey Z

I nterested 1

Reluctant at first 2

Disinterested 3

Suspicious 4
Hostile 5
Other (SPEC iFYi 6

24. Did any of the following apply -to the respondent?

FILL IN CODE I N BO% 24. WRITE DETAILS ON SHEET B

Thinks survey a good idea i

Busy with other activities Z
Does not like being interviewed 3
Does not like being on computer 4
Worried about the use of the data 5
No confidence in change as a result of the survey 6
06jects on racist grounds ~
None 8
Other (SPECIFY) 9

CHECK YOU HAVE COMPLETED ALL ADMIN. DETAILS

p.6

032
064
728
256
512
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Dr. David Finder, Department of Community
IVledicine
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The Survey of Leicester was undertaken by Leicester City Council and

Leicestershire County Council during the first half of 1983. Financed by the

Local Authorities, with assistance from the Home Office and the Commission

for Racial Equality, the Survey is believed to be the first of its kind in the

U.K. Apart from its local interest, results may be relevant to the work of

researchers and policy-makers elsewhere.

Some 16,700 interviews were successfully undertaken, representing 15.9

per cent of the households in Leicester. The massive data set thus acquired,

which relates to over 45,5Q0 individuals, includes information abut age, sex,

ethnic origin, religion, language, diet, household and employment circum-

stances. Comparisons with the 1981 Census of Population suggest that the

sampling and survey results are very accurate.

Public authorities in Leicester are using the results of the Survey to

improve their understanding of, and service to, tie minority ethnic

populations and to combat racism in the City.

Further infarmation abut the Survey is available from the Chief Executive,

Leicester City Council, New Walk Centre, Welford Place, Leicester LE1 6ZG.

Telephone 0533 549922 extension 6019 (orders) or extension 6071

(enquiries).
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