FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
The number of applications made for HMOs for the years 2018 - 2025 and the number of HMOs registered in your local authority area for the years 2018 - 2025 (number as of 1st January of each year). 

Leicester City Council can only provide data for the number of licences issued

	Year
	Licences Issued

	2018
	274

	2019
	318

	2020
	143

	2021
	254

	2022
	163

	2023
	282

	2024
	339

	2025 to 31st July
	40



The number of sanctions issued by your local authority for the years 2018 - 2025 for unlicensed HMOs, broken down by sanction type (banning order, fine, repayment order etc) 

The sanction available for operating an unlicensed HMO is to issue a Civil Penalty or Prosecution.  Over the requested 7 year period Leicester City Council has not taken any prosecutions for operating an unlicensed HMO.   

	Year
	Civil Penalties Issued

	2018
	0

	2019
	0

	2020
	0

	2021
	25

	2022
	44

	2023
	0

	2024
	0

	2025 to 31st July
	5



The number of complaints made about HMOs in your area for the years 2018 - 2025 and the number of these complaints which resulted in enforcement action being taken.

The number of HMO licenses revoked for the years 2018 - 2025. 

In partial response to question 1 and questions 3 and 4.  
Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

This information is not held in a format that is reportable for the purpose of this request.  Staff would need to trawl through over 7 years of data relating to indvidual case files and all records regarding HMO applications, changes, complaints etc. to collate the data requested.
Therefore, this information is exempt from release. If you would like any help in refining your request, please do not hesitate to contact us.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
