FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I am interested in issues of race in the built environment 

For the last year up to date, but inclusive of information and documents from work which may have begun before this period and is still being pursued by the council.
(For example, a project to identify monument may have begun in 2020, but the list compiled from this project may still be used by the council now)
1
Could you please provide any list or review/research/report/survey of locations (streets/buildings/parks), or public art (such as statues), plaques, commemorations, graves, memorials that the council has produced in relation to slavery, colonialism, empire/British Empire, racism, white supremacy, Black Lives Matter, decolonising, racial justice.  
In question form: “What in the built environment has the organisation, or a group working on its behalf, identified as being linked to racism, slavery, colonialism: that is, contested history?”
Leicester City Council has not undertaken a review of statues, plaques and public monuments with the purpose of deciding if any of them should be removed from public display. The Council does maintain a list of public art works and periodically reviews existing statues in the city from a health and safety perspective. All proposals for new public art works are assessed against the council’s Public Art guiding principles and one of the key recommendations for new artwork is its quality as a piece of public art for display in the public realm of the City.

On the 10th June 2020, the council undertook a review of information on links to the Slave Trade in Leicestershire, based on a search of existing resources, including names and links to the city. This did not flag up any obvious links to the city or to any statues, street names or names of buildings. 

2
Could you please provide details of what being done to highlight, reinterpret, redisplay, or rename aspects of the environment in the council area identifying in part 1 of this request 
In question form:  “What work (such as adding interpretation, or information boards, or plaques close to contested monuments) has been undertaken by the council to address these legacies?

Leicester’s heritage panels are part of the City Council’s Story of Leicester project that brings to life the city’s 2,000 year history by remembering the places and events of Leicester’s history. There is a  heritage trail which can be downloaded at this link: 

https://storyofleicester.info/heritage-panel-project/
The following panels have been installed in Leicester as part of the heritage panels programme:
1. African Caribbean Community Centre-considering the formation of the centre and the migration of the African Caribbean Community in Leicester and the Afro Caribbean Carnival. 

2. Development of Highfields-considering the development of the area and migration of African Caribbean community and others into Leicester.  

3. Highfields Centre-Migration of the African Caribbean community in Leicester including mention of the Windrush generation. 

4. Bow Bridge House-focus on anti-slavery, the abolitionists Elizabeth Heyrick and Susannah Watts. 

3
If applicable, can you please provide information on what is being done to address issues of slavery, colonialism, empire/British Empire, racism, white supremacy, Black Lives Matter, decolonising, racial justice in council museums?
For example, what information boards have been added, what has been taken off display or put on display, what new plaques have been erected?

The Museums Service has carried out partnership working with three Black -led community groups over the last year : supporting The World Reimagined public art tour responding to Slavery and Black Heritage, a painting conservation and interpretation project titled “Casta: The Origins of Caste” with Opal 22, and a family history project called “Perception” with Serendipity CIC which had led to the creation of a new exhibition in the Leicester Stories Gallery at Leicester Museum and Art Gallery. 

No objects from the museum collection or on loan, interpretative panels or labels related to the subjects of the question have been taken off display during the period request. 

A number of new objects relating to Black and Asian communities have been placed on display in July 2022 as part of the new co-produced Leicester Stories gallery at Leicester Museum And Art Gallery. This gallery opened in May 2022 and it interprets a wide and diverse range of experiences of life in the City from the 1950s through to today. A number of new panels and labels in this gallery relate to first hand experiences of migration. 

Leicester Museum and Art Gallery is currently exhibiting Rebuilding Lives, an exhibition by Navrang Arts commemorating the 50th anniversary of the expulsion of Ugandan Asians from Uganda in 1972, and the contributions of those who made new lives in the city. This opened in July 2022, and runs until Sunday 16th April 2023. It was funded by the National Lottery Heritage Fund and Leicester City Council.

A heritage panel created and installed in the city over the last year has a connection to the British empire. The  Sikh Troops War Memorial panel installed in November 2022 in Victoria Park, adjacent to the new  community-led and funded Sikh War Memorial, celebrates the contributions of the city’s Sikh community to HM Armed Forces during the First and Second World Wars.

4
The same as for part 3, but can you provide information on how council libraries have addressed these issues
For example, have any books been specifically banned or removed from the library? Has a system of trigger warnings been established for sensitive topics?
(This can be broad, I do not need an full check of all items in the library; please do not get bogged won in this if it is likely to go over the limit)
In respect of this question, the answer is no.
5
For the above work to address contested history, can you please provide information any grants received by the council to pursue this work, or any payments or grants made by the council to pursue this work (for example, to a local anti-racism group tasked with identifying contested history)
Leicester City Council does not hold any requested information and is advising you of this as required by Section 1(1) of the Act.
6
Can you provide information on any schools in the council area that have applied to change their name in relation to issues of contested history 
In relation to this question, no information is held by Leicester City Council and we are informing you of this as required by Section 1(1) of the Act. 

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
