FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Please treat this correspondence as a request for information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 

In response to a freedom-of-information request, the Home Office disclosed to us that your Council is a current Prevent 'priority area' (ref 2025/12751, 17 October 2025). We request that you disclose. 

Any email correspondence – both internal and external – relating to the decision to designate the Council as a Prevent priority area. 

Response: 

Please see attached letter received from the Home Office confirming the decision. Some of the information has been redacted using the following exemptions: 

s40(2) – personal information which states: 

(1) Any information to which a request for information relates is also exempt information if— 

(a) it constitutes personal data which [does] not fall within subsection (1), and

(b) the first, second or third condition below is satisfied. 

(3A) The first condition is that the disclosure of the information to a member of the public otherwise than under this Act— 

(a) would contravene any of the data protection principles 

Some of the information contains the personal information of Home Office and Council staff. There is no lawful basis on which to process this information and disclosure would breach the data protection principles. 

Section 24 (1) ‘National Security’ which states

(1) Information which does not fall within section 23(1) is exempt information if exemption from section 1(1)(b) is required for the purpose of safeguarding national security.

Section 31 (1) (a) ‘Law Enforcement’ which states 

Information which is not exempt information by virtue of section 30 is exempt information if its disclosure under this Act would, or would be likely to, prejudice -

(a) the prevention or detection of crime

The information contains details about funding arrangements for the Council. Disclosure of this information would reveal the Government and Council’s commitment to the Prevent strategy in Leicester. Disclosure of this information could undermine the effectiveness of such strategies and be used for criminal activity. 
Public Interest Test

Public Interest in Favour of Disclosure

· The Council acknowledges the general public interest in the disclosure of information. It recognises that openness in central and local government may increase public trust and engagement. There is a strong public interest for the Council to demonstrate openness, transparency and accountability with regards to the FOIA in respect of its activities.
· The Council considers the transparency in the conduct of public affairs to be very important. It recognises that it is in the public interest that Local Authority processes are shown to be followed and implemented transparently. 
Public Interest in maintaining the exemption.

· Disclosing such detailed information containing funding arrangementsfor the Prevent system could undermine their effectiveness and be used in a manner which threatens National Security and could be used for criminal activity.
· As part of wider counter terrorism efforts, the Council employs a range of programmes to safeguard susceptible individuals and the public. The nature of these programmes means that there is sometimes limited information about them in the public domain. Disclosing such details and operational information on how the Prevent system operates and funding arrangements locally could undermine their effectiveness and be used for criminal activity.
· This information could be used by individuals or groups to devise counter strategies to these programmes, weakening their effectiveness and expose susceptible individuals to a greater risk of being drawn into terrorism. If more people are drawn into terrorism this would increase the national security threat to the UK. The piecing together of even the most harmless information could assist terrorists when put together with other information they may obtain.
· Disclosure of information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 is a disclosure to the world at large, not only the requestor. By placing it into the public domain we make it available to those who would pose a risk to identified individuals, our national security and be used for criminal activity.

Balance of the public interest

The Council has considered the public interest test and finds that maintaining the exemptions outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information.


We also request: 

Copies of any active Prevent trainings that you give to staff; 

Response: 

The Coucnil applies the following exemptions :

Section 24 (1) ‘National Security’ which states

(1) Information which does not fall within section 23(1) is exempt information if exemption from section 1(1)(b) is required for the purpose of safeguarding national security.

Section 31 (1) (a) ‘Law Enforcement’ which states 

Information which is not exempt information by virtue of section 30 is exempt information if its disclosure under this Act would, or would be likely to, prejudice -

(a) the prevention or detection of crime

Disclosure of the Council’s training material would reveal details relating to Council’s Prevent strategy in Leicester. Disclosure of this information could undermine the effectiveness of such strategies and be used for criminal activity. 

Public Interest Test

Public Interest in Favour of Disclosure

· The Council acknowledges the general public interest in the disclosure of information. It recognises that openness in central and local government may increase public trust and engagement. There is a strong public interest for the Council to demonstrate openness, transparency and accountability with regards to the FOIA in respect of its activities.
· The Council considers the transparency in the conduct of public affairs to be very important. It recognises that it is in the public interest that Local Authority processes are shown to be followed and implemented transparently. 
Public Interest in maintaining the exemption.

· Disclosing such detailed information containing the Council’s strategies and arrangements for the counter terrorism could undermine their effectiveness and be used in a manner which threatens National Security and could be used for criminal activity.
· As part of wider counter terrorism efforts, the Council employs a range of programmes to safeguard susceptible individuals and the public. The nature of these programmes means that there is sometimes limited information about them in the public domain. Disclosing such details and operational information on how the Prevent system operates and funding arrangements locally could undermine their effectiveness and be used for criminal activity.
· This information could be used by individuals or groups to devise counter strategies to these programmes, weakening their effectiveness and expose susceptible individuals to a greater risk of being drawn into terrorism. If more people are drawn into terrorism this would increase the national security threat to the UK. The piecing together of even the most harmless information could assist terrorists when put together with other information they may obtain.
· Disclosure of information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 is a disclosure to the world at large, not only the requestor. By placing it into the public domain we make it available to those who would pose a risk to identified individuals, our national security and be used for criminal activity.

Balance of the public interest

The Council has considered the public interest test and finds that maintaining the exemptions outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information

The name of the organisations or entities (public or private) that created these trainings; and 

Response: 

No organisations outside of Leicester City Council created the Prevent training slides. Slides were created by relevant council staff. 

The name of any organisations or entities (public or private) that were consulted with regarding their creation, if the trainings were created by the Council. 

Response: 

No organisations outside of Leicester City Council were consulted in developing the Prevent training slides, slides were created by relevant council staff. 

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
