Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: children’s residential care providers
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
1. Approved / active provider list

As at the date of this request, please provide a copy of any current internal list, framework, dynamic purchasing system, preferred/approved provider list or similar document used by the council for placing children and young people in:

a) residential children’s homes; and

b) other residential placements for looked‑after children and care leavers (including, if held, semi‑independent or supported accommodation).

If the list is categorised (for example by age, needs, placement type, or registration type), please include those categories/fields.​

Answer:
The council has considered your request and estimates that to provide the level of detail requested in Qs. 1 & 3 would exceed the cost limit prescribed in the Freedom of Information Act. 
Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.

You may wish to refine and resubmit your request so that it reduces the
cost to within the 'appropriate limit'.

2. Number of children currently placed with each provider

As at the date of this request, please state, for each private or independent provider on that list, the number of children and young people the council currently has placed with that provider (a simple headcount, not identifiable information).​

We consider that the requested information is very specific and if released, could potentially identify a young person in care. 

The information is exempt from release as we consider that to be an absolute exemption under section 40(2) (personal data), and this therefore constitutes a refusal under section 17 of the Act.

The Council judges that disclosure of this information to the wider world under the Act would constitute a breach of Data Protection principles, notably Principle 1-fair, lawful and transparent processing and Principle 2 – processing for specified, legitimate & explicit purposes. 

3. Spend with each provider – last 12 months

For the most recent 12‑month period for which figures are available, please provide, for each private or independent provider on that list:

a) the provider name; and

b) the total gross amount paid by the council for residential placements of children and young people with that provider in that 12‑month period.​

I am not asking for any information that would identify individual children or young people.

As in 1 above.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
