FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
1. How many hair strand tests have been ordered each year as part of family court and family drug and alcohol court proceedings for the past three years (in which the year runs from 1st April to 31st March).

2. In how many cases for the past three years (in which the year runs from 1st April to 31st March) when hair strand tests were used in family court and family drug and alcohol court proceedings was a final care order put in place?

3. How much money has the local authority spent on hair strand testing in family court proceedings each year for the last three years (in which the year runs from 1st April to 31st March)?

If it is possible please answer question 4 below but only if it’s possible to do so within the time/cost constraints of the FOI act

 

4. How much did the local authority spend on hair strand testing with each testing company in family court cases each year for the last three years (in which the year runs from 1st April to 31st March) Please name each company. For example: Testing company A = £500

In response to the questions above:

Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

The information you have requested is not recorded in a reportable format.  To locate the data, staff would need to trawl through every case that has been in proceedings for the last 3 years.  We have established that in December we have 149 matters in court.  Searching the case files for December alone (10 minutes per case) would require more than 24 hours of officer time.  Therefore, we estimate that locating, retrieving, and extracting this information would take significantly more than 18 hours of officer time and the request exceeds the appropriate limit of the Act.

If you would like any help in refining your request, please do not hesitate to contact us
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
