FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I am writing to request the following information from you under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 in regards to the Directly Elected Mayor model which has been adopted by your council. I am writing to you in the context of the English Devolution Whitepaper, which states on page 34 that “We will therefore discontinue the individual Local Authority devolution model in its mayoral form.”

Please provide the following information:

1. Whether your authority believes that your Directly Elected Mayor will be discontinued, following the implementation of the English Devolution Whitepaper.
2. When you believe that your Directly Elected Mayor will be discontinued.
3. Whether you have identified the discontinuing of Mayors in any risk planning documents. If this appears on your authority's risk register(s), please provide all information related to its entry(/ies) on your risk register(s), including the likelihood and impact categories. 
4. Whether you have identified the discontinuing of Mayors in any local government reorganisation planning conducted by your authority.

The council holds some of the information you have requested and responds as follows: 
1. Whether your authority believes that your Directly Elected Mayor will be discontinued, following the implementation of the English Devolution Whitepaper.
2. When you believe that your Directly Elected Mayor will be discontinued.

Questions 1 and 2 are requests for opinion and are not requests for recorded information under FOIA. As such, a response cannot be provided.

3. Whether you have identified the discontinuing of Mayors in any risk planning documents. If this appears on your authority's risk register(s), please provide all information related to its entry(/ies) on your risk register(s), including the likelihood and impact categories. 
4. Whether you have identified the discontinuing of Mayors in any local government reorganisation planning conducted by your authority.

In response to questions 3 and 4, the Council applies the following exemptions: 

s21 FOIA, which states: 
Information which is reasonably accessible to the applicant otherwise than under section 1 is exempt information.
The Council’s Interim Submission in relation to the Local Government Reorganisation is available on the Council’s website: 

Local Government Reorganisation
The issue of Devolution and Local Government Restructure fall within the Political/Legal risk on the Council’s Strategic Risk Register (Paragraph 1.1), which was presented to the Council’s Governance and Audit Committee on 24th March 2025: 

https://cabinet.leicester.gov.uk/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=1069
s22 which states: 

(1) Information is exempt information if— 
(a) the information is held by the public authority with a view to its publication, by the authority or any other person, at some future date (whether determined or not), 
(b) the information was already held with a view to such publication at the time when the request for information was made, and 
(c) it is reasonable in all the circumstances that the information should be withheld from disclosure until the date referred to in paragraph (a).
The Council is currently developing proposals for local government reorganisation/devolution which are required to be submitted to Government by 28th November. These will be published once submitted.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
