FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Could you please list all of the commercial properties currently owned by the council including:

The address of the property

The date the purchase was made

The amount paid for the property

The current planning use class of the building (for example, Class E - Commercial, Business and Service)

Whether the property is currently being rented or leased (Yes/No) (as of 18 April, 2023) 

For clarity, a commercial property is any property that is rented out or leased by the council for the purposes of returning an income to the council. 

We have in excess of 1700 lease arrangements held over multiple systems and archives. Some are not on our databases but in the County Archives. Some information will also not be available on our systems and it would mean that we would have to do lease checks with Land Registry for the original date of purchase. This would cost the Authority £8 plus VAT for each check (£16,300). In addition, planning class of use is not held as a searchable field within our database and would need to be manually interrogated through each lease.

Section 12 of the FOI Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for Local Authorities is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending 2.5 working days in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

We estimate that it will take us in excess of 2.5 working days to determine appropriate material and locate, retrieve and extract the information in reference to your request due to the amount of leases you have asked for information on. 

You may wish to refine your request by narrowing its scope by reducing your request. If you require any help in refining your request to being it under the appropriate limit, please do not hesitate to contact us.
We do have some information relating to commercial properties on our open data site here if this helpful.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
