Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: selective licensing 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:

This information is required in regard to the selective licensing for houses in certain areas

-results on ballot for selective licensing, after trying to find it, it has not been published on the website as stated it would be

Answer:
For your information this letter constitutes a refusal notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because an exemption under Section 21 of the Act is being applied, namely the information is already in the public domain, i.e., published on the Council’s website. 

The documentation on the results of the consultation can be found at : Appendix C - Analytical Consultation Report.pdf (leicester.gov.uk)

-fee structure calculation

The documentation on the fee structure can be found at : Executive decisions (leicester.gov.uk) page 27 Section 5 Licence fees

-projection for apx £9m spend of the fees raised.

The fees raised will provide for all costs of delivering the scheme over the 5 Years of the scheme including staffing and all other costs. 
The scheme is not capable for raising more revenue than required for the scheme and the Council is not able to provide any funding towards the scheme. This is a requirement of the legislation. 

-spend for enforcement in other areas in the last 5 years and projection for next 5 years (for the projections please exclude the area covered under selective licensing)

This data is not available.  Therefore this letter acts as a refusal notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with Section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.


-risk assessment for changes required to a property which are not legally required (for example enforcing thumbturn locks for families with children)

The Council utilise the Housing Health and Safety Rating system under the Housing Act 2004 to address any issues within the property and will advise the landlord of any issues found. 
This is done on a case-by-case basis, the issue of thumb turn locks has been identified as an issue and is being requested on all Private Rented Sector properties as a requirement, this is conjunction with the Leicestershire Fire and Rescue Service and LACORS


- how replacing a lock with a thumbturn will help improve the area (as the sole purpose of this exercise is to improve the area)

The selective licensing scheme is to improve the area and to protect tenants.  The issue with locks is the ability to escape from the property in the case of fire without the need to find keys.

-How many properties have failed the inspection due to legal requirements and not requirements at your discretion (i.e a thumbturn lock)

The Council is working with landlords to address issues found rather than referring to legal remedies. 
67% of properties have required some works to be attended to allow a licence to be issued.

-how many staff are directly employed by the licensing team and do they have duties outside of the licensing team

There are currently 26 members of staff in the selective licensing team who are solely dealing with selective licensing issues.

-why landlords weren't contacted directly (letters were only sent to the properties and not the registered address of the landlord as stated in the land registry)

The consultation process was a varied and wide consultation.  The results of the extent of coverage can be found in the consultation Report at item 1 and the main report at item 2.

-impact assessment for rising rents for tenants whilst landlords recoup the cost

The environmental impact assessment was presented to the Council on the 7 July 2022 Appendix K - Equality Impact Assessment - Discretionary Licensing.pdf (leicester.gov.uk)

-What percentage of the properties owned by the council in Leicester meet your own guidelines, if not a 100%, how is it justifiable that you can enforce this on landlord and not abide by your own guidelines.

As part of our ongoing commitment to ensure that all Leicester City Council properties meet the Government’s Decent Homes Standard, we carry out various inspections and assessments to ensure that our properties are compliant. Where properties are found to fall short of this standard, remedial works are carried out to make them compliant. 
Currently at least 99% of our properties meet the Decent Homes Standard.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
