FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I would like to request the following information regarding your children’s services. I’ve listed the requirements individually, but each section is similar the only difference is the type of care I’m asking for. 

 

In foster care: 

Children in care 

· Total number of children from your local authority 

· Number of children cared for by your own local authority provision 

· Number of children cared for by another local authority’s provision 

· Number of children cared for by independent provision 

· The number of children cared for by each independent provider (e.g. National Fostering Agency, Foster Care Associates, Capstone Foster Care, Fostering Solutions, By the Bridge Ltd etc.) 

Available Places 

· Total places available to your local authority from your local authority 

· Total places available to your local authority from another local authority 

· Total places available to your local authority from independent provision 

· If available, places available to your local authority by each independent provider (e.g. National Fostering Agency, Foster Care Associates, Capstone Foster Care, Fostering Solutions, By the Bridge Ltd etc.) 

Cost to your local authority 

· Average cost per child per week of local authority provision 

· Average price per child per week to your local authority of independent provision 

· If available, average cost per child per week to your local authority for each independent provider 

 

In residential care (regulated residential care like children’s care homes excluding unregulated and semi-independent accommodation): 

Children in care 

· Total number of children from your local authority 

· Number of children cared for by your own local authority provision 

· Number of children cared for by another local authority’s provision 

· Number of children cared for by independent provision 

· The number of children cared for by each independent provider (e.g. Cambian Childcare, Hillcrest Childrens Services, Keys Care Ltd, Horizon Care etc.) 

Available Places 

· Total places available to your local authority from your local authority 

· Total places available to your local authority from another local authority 

· Total places available to your local authority from independent provision 

· If available, places available to your local authority by each independent provider (e.g. Cambian Childcare, Hillcrest Childrens Services, Keys Care Ltd, Horizon Care etc.) 

Cost to your local authority 

· Average cost per child per week of local authority provision 

· Average price per child per week to your local authority of independent provision 

· If available, average cost per child per week to your local authority for each independent provider 

 

In residential SEN schools 

Children in care 

· Total number of children from your local authority 

· Number of children cared for by your own local authority provision 

· Number of children cared for by another local authority’s provision 

· Number of children cared for by independent provision 

· The number of children cared for by each independent provider (e.g. Cambian Childcare, Witherslack Group, Bright Futures Care Ltd, Acorn Education and Care etc) 

Available Places 

· Total places available to your local authority from your local authority 

· Total places available to your local authority from another local authority 

· Total places available to your local authority from independent provision 

· If available, places available to your local authority by each independent provider (e.g. Cambian Childcare, Witherslack Group, Bright Futures Care Ltd, Acorn Education and Care etc) 

Cost to your local authority 

· Average cost per child per week of local authority provision 

· Average price per child per week to your local authority of independent provision 

· If available, average cost per child per week to your local authority for each independent provider 

 

In SEN day schools 

Children in care 

· Total number of children from your local authority 

· Number of children in your own local authority provision 

· Number of children in another local authority’s provision 

· Number of children in independent provision 

· The number of children in each independent provider (e.g. Cambian Childcare, Witherslack Group, Bright Futures Care Ltd, Acorn Education and Care etc) 

Available Places 

· Total places available to your local authority from your local authority 

· Total places available to your local authority from another local authority 

· Total places available to your local authority from independent provision 

· If available, places available to your local authority by each independent provider (e.g. Cambian Childcare, Witherslack Group, Bright Futures Care Ltd, Acorn Education and Care etc) 

Cost to your local authority 

· Average cost per child per week of local authority provision 

· Average price per child per week to your local authority of independent provision 

· If available, average cost per child per week to your local authority for each independent provider 

 

Please find attached a suggested excel template for you to fill in the information, one workbook with worksheets for each of the categories number of children in care, available places and cost to your local authority. 

Please find the completed questionnaire attached. In terms of the data for day SEN placements, due to staff changes this information is not recorded in a reportable format for previous years.  Staff would need to trawl through all SEN records to collate the data requested for the previous 2 years.  
Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

Staff have already spent many hours collating the data for this response, therefore, this is a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
