Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: school uniform grants
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
- The total number of school uniform grants handed out in the previous financial year.
Answer:

Leicester City Council does not award grants directly to families for school uniform. 

- The total value in £ of all the grants issued last year
N/A

- What is the maximum individual grant worth in 2025/26 in GBP£
N/A


- What is the deadline to apply for this year’s latest grant
N/A


- Which age groups/school years do they support
N/A
- If you don’t offer a school uniform grant, could you explain why 
There are other routes for families to access this support. The Community Support Grant, replaced now by Housing Support Fund grants can provide for essentials such as school uniform and the encouragement of a VCS provider to address both the issues of poverty and re-use of uniform was key in awarding the anti-poverty grant originally.
Support offered to families this year by the Council is: 

LCH Charity (Lifting Children’s Hopes) supported by Leicester City Council

School Uniform Project launched in September 2024. Supported by Leicester City Council through their anti-poverty grant, the project aims to re-use the uniform that already exists and provide it to the families and children who need it most in our community. 

The LCH Charity ran a free school uniform store at the Highcross Shopping Centre from 7 to 26 July 2025. This initiative provided much-needed support to families facing difficulties affording school uniforms. 

The council has already committed funding to support this project again in 2026.

LCH Charity was awarded an Anti-Poverty Community Grant of £50,000 for the initial set-up and first year of the project.  Household Support Fund round 7 has awarded a further £35k to extend the project.

Household Support Fund (round 7)

Those families most in need with the cost of essentials can apply for gas and electric support through the Household Support Fund. This may support a family’s budget with the purchase of buying school uniform. 
Support received is a contribution and not a replacement for the customer’s entire budget. Full details of the Household Support Fund can be viewed at Household Support Fund
School uniform policy

As a local authority we continue to remind schools to follow the DfE’s Cost of school uniforms - GOV.UK and School uniforms: guidance for schools - GOV.UK when updating their school uniform policy to ensure the cost of school uniform is reasonable and secures the best value for money.  We also ask schools to ensure second-hand uniforms are available. 

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
