FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I am researching the effectiveness and barriers to effective enforcement under the Littering From Vehicles Outside London (Keepers: Civil Penalties) Regulations 2018.

Please may I have some statistical / policy information concerning your application of these Regulations.

I am informed by the Traffic Penalty Tribunal that your authority as of Dec 2021, your authority was at that time, currently contesting relevant appeals lodged with the Traffic Penalty Tribunal.


The information I request is:

1. What methods does your authority use / accept to identify such offences? Council owned camera systems, employed personnel or reports from the public, other road user's dash cam footage etc. 
Most are issued after being witnessed by Leicester City Council Authorised Officer such as City Warden or Parks Officer, However we do occasionally use the following - Dash Cam Footage from public, Leicester City Council CCTV. 

2. If you have any published policies, may I receive a copy please (.pdf email attachment or web link will suffice)? 
No published polices.

3. Do you permit or encourage any of your employed persons to attempt to stop a vehicle on the highway, with a view to identifying the offender?
 No absolutely not. 

4. If yes, under what powers and has this approach been risk assessed, if no, why not? 
Only the Police have the power to safely stop traffic.
During the period 1 Jan 21 – 31 Dec 21 and the same Jan 22-31 Dec 22:


5. How many littering from a vehicle offences, did you register in the period(s)? 
We don’t record or register offences except where a PCN is issued.

1 Jan 21 – 31 Dec 21= 52
1 Jan 22 – 31 Dec 22= 143

 
6. How many DVLA keeper queries were required? 
One for each PCN issued so 2021=52 and 2022=143

7. Of which, how many Civil Penalties were issued? 
One for each PCN issued so 2021=52 and 2022=143

8. And / or how many Section 88.1 Environmental Protection Act 1990 Fixed Penalties were issued in respect of the same litter offence(s)? – 
This information is not recorded, these are only issued when the registered keeper names another person as the responsible party. We’d don’t record this on our data base so would have to trawl back through all case records to establish if a Section 88 had been issued. 
Section 12 of the Act allows a public authority to refuse a request for information where the cost of dealing with it would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450 (equivalent to 18 hours of work).

Allowing 10 minutes to locate, retrieve, read and collate the data form each record would require in excess of 30 hours of officer time.

This is therefore a refusal notice under the provisions of Section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.

If you would like any help in refining your request, please do not hesitate to contact us.


Of those civil penalties issued during the period (please focus on the date of the offence, not the date payments were made):

9. How many were paid within a discounted period?

1 Jan 21 – 31 Dec 21= 31
1 Jan 22 – 31 Dec 22= 98


10. How many were paid within the due period? 
1 Jan 21 – 31 Dec 21= 31
1 Jan 22 – 31 Dec 22= 98


11. How many were paid late, but without incurring an increased penalty? 
None.

12. Post Feb 22, how many unpaid penalties resulted in the issuing on an enforcement notice for double the amount of the original penalty? 
None.

13. Of which, how many were paid without the involvement of the courts?
1 Jan 21 – 31 Dec 21= 31
1 Jan 22 – 31 Dec 22= 98


14. Of those penalties that remain unpaid, how many have been registered as a civil debt or an order sought from the county court? 
None.

15. How many requests for orders were filed with the TEC? 

2021 - 8

2022 - 10

2023 - 0


16. Of which, how many satisfied the relevant requirements and had the orders granted by the TEC.
1

17. Of which, how many were subsequently recovered? 
None.

18. How many penalties are currently issued, but not yet paid or overdue? 
7

19. How many penalties are currently awaiting local authority appeal? 
None.

20. How many penalties is your authority currently contesting appeals lodged with the Traffic Penalty Tribunal? 
None.


You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
